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Early History
By A. B. Estlin

The first white men to explore this part of what was then known as the "Great Lone Land" were La Verendrve and his two sons.

In 1738, La Verendrye discovered the mouth of the Red River, ascended it to where it is joined by the Assiniboine, then called the "Forks", went on up the Assiniboine some 60 miles, to near where Portage la Prairie now stands. Here he built a fort called "Fort la Reine". He then sent some of his party back to the "Forks" where they built "Fort Rouge", which gave its name to the southern division of Winnipeg. Late in the year 1738 La Verendrye made a journey south, in search of the Mandan Indians, who were supposed to know a route to the western sea. It is more than probable that in this journey he followed the same route his sons took later, through Sourisford, but although he found the Mandans, he could get nothing from them about the route.

In April 1742, his two sons, Pierre, known as the Chevalier, and Francois, his younger brother, left their father at Fort la Reine, and travelled up the Assiniboine and Souris Rivers, in another effort to gain some knowledge from the Mandans.

There is every reason to believe they camped at Sourisford. as mention is made in their records of the Antler Creeks: called in Cree "He-a-pa-wa-kpa" or "Head and Horus Creek", mention is also made of the mounds nearby (see story). Next to them, in November 1797, we find the great explorer, David Thompson, also set out for the Mandan Villages. He travelled also along the rivers, as far as Sourisford. Here he was overtaken by a terrific snowstorm, in which one of his men and several of his horses got lost. To get shelter from the storm, Thompson struck east and camped in the Turtle Mountain or "Turtle Hills" as they were then called. They found the lost man, who was almost dead, but not the horses; as soon as the storm was over they continued their journey and arrived safely at the Dogden Buttes, in the general vicinity of Minot, North Dakota, or a little southeast of there. At Verendrye, N.D. there is a monument to Thompson. Thompson's party reached the "Knife River Villages" close to the Missouri River a few days later, stayed there till January 10,1798, and then retraced their steps back to Canada.

It might be well before going further, to say something about the Mandans. They were a tribe of Indians, but very different to the Nomad tribes. The Mandans dwelt in permanent, fortified villages, or settlements, consisting'of groups of solid, domelike mud huts. They were farmers, and grew quantities of corn, pumpkins and beans, which they stored in cellars, and traded for furs with the Indians, and also for tools and other useful merchandise brought out by the Hudson's Bay Company, and other traders. They frequently made journeys north with their produce, and the early settlers in the Red River settlement got corn from them, when a grasshopper invasion destroyed their own crops.

The La Verendrye brothers spent the months of May, June and July 1742, at the Mandan villages, waiting for a party of western Indians, who were to be their guides. These were the Horse Indians, who made them friends with the Bow Indians, who took them west as far as the foothills, the brothers being the first white men to catch sight of the Rocky Mountains. They then turned south, made a detour east, and arrived on the site of what is now Pierre, North Dakota, which is about 300 miles straight south of Melita.
Here, on March 30,1743, on the west bank of the Missouri River, they built a stone pyramid, and also buried a leaden plate, on which was cut with a dagger, an inscription saying they had taken possession of the country in the name of the King of France, by right of discovery. This plate was found on February 16, 1913, or 170 years after by a school girl, the spring rains having washed away the earth, and exposed the plate, which now lies in the State Museum of South Dakota at Bismark. They then travelled north, returning the way they had come, and rejoined their father, who was impatiently waiting for them at Fort la Reine.

Shortly after this important discovery, La Verendrye and his sons were recalled east. They had opened up a vast territory, rich in furs, but others reaped the harvest for when La Verendrye and his sons finally got a new commission from Acting Governor De La Galissoniere, La Verendrye died, and a new Governor refused the sons permission to again go west. In 1804 Alexander Henry also made a trip to the Mandan villages, and as his diary says that several of his companions had made the trip before, he probably also took the route via Sourisford.
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The Yellow Quill Trail taken from "Melita's Tails and Trails" with kind permission — K. H. Williams

This trail which was originally an Indian trail and later used by the fur traders and buffalo hunters from the Red River Settlement, was also used by many settlers coming into this area. There also is evidence that some of the early explorers used this trail on the journeys to the Mandan Indians on the Missouri River.

In certain places where the original prairie still remains, parts of this trail may be seen. In this area on the W/215-3-27 on land formerly owned by Mr. Niel Me Lure, where the trail crosses the deep ravine which leads to the river, the trail is clearly visible through the ravine and over the hilltop, running in a north-easterly-southwesterly direction. Also on the old R. M. Graham farm, NW 36-3-26. about a quarter of a mile south east of where the first Melita Post Office was established, the trail crosses the creek and the eastern hillside towards where the J. H. Kenner and Alf Cochlan houses stood, and from there towards where the water tower now stands in Melita. This trail from what is now the north western part of North Dakota followed the South Antler and North Antler creeks north easterly and along the western and northern sides of the Souris River, along the hilltops just along the edge of the plain, to near where the town of Souris now stands and then towards Grand Valley which was the original settlement near Brandon. The trail remained on the south side of the Assiniboine River to Portage la Prairie and to Headingly where it crossed the river and on to the Red River Settlement and Fort Garry.
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The Boundary Commission Trail
excerpts from "Preface" written by A. B. Estlin in his annals.

"The Commission Trail crossed the Souris River a short distance north of the grove (Sourisford Park). This trail was one of the principal highways of the early days, and was either used, or made, by the wagons and carts of the Boundary Commission, which surveyed the International Boundary line about 1872. This International Joint Commission was appointed by the Canadian and United States Governments, and the survey was started on the eastern boundary of the province, and the surveyors travelled west about ten miles north of the line (49th parallel) on the Canadian side.

It was necessary to travel on the Canadian side on account of the hostile tribes of Indians, which would have necessitated a large military escort to guard the parties, had they travelled on the American side ..." (see Early Settlements and Townsites along the Souris River — by H. H. Saunderson)




F4. 

The First Settlers by A. B. Estlin

The first white settler we have any record of was Charles West. He was living, or rather existing, in a dugout shanty on the west bank of the Souris River, near, or in, the grove, when Walter F. Thomas and his companions, James Kinley and Alfred Dugay, arrived there in December 1879.
How West had managed to live is a mystery, as he had no provisions of any sort, and not even a gun. It was said he had fallen out with the Hudson's Bay Company, and was a fugitive. Nothing more is known of him, as he left the vicinity the next spring. Thomas located a claim, and he and his two companions built a log shanty, and lived in it that winter, until their provisions got low, when Thomas had to make the long journey to Fort Garry to replenish them. During the winter a gang of men arrived at the camp on their way to Roche Percee. Roche Percee, or the Pierced Rock, is about 100 miles nearly due west of Sourisford on the Souris River, which crosses the International Boundary line a few miles south of Roche Percee, runs south, and then turns east, making a big semicircular bow called by the Americans the big bend of the Mouse River, Souris being the French for Mouse. It then runs north again, and re-enters Canada about ten miles south of Sourisford. The country round Roche Percee was found to be underlaid with lignite coal, which, in places, came up to the surface. It was mixed with clay, and prairie fires had burned away the coal, leaving the clay in mounds and pillars of all sorts of queer shapes, one large mound has a large hole in it, hence the name "Pierced Rock".

This gang of men was sent by Hugh Sutherland of Winnipeg and some of his associates. They were to build three scows, dig enough coal out of the river, or creek banks to load them, and float them down the Souris and Assiniboine Rivers to Winnipeg. They needed more help, and wanted Thomas to go with them, but as the country had all been burned over by a prairie fire the previous fall, Thomas was afraid there would be no feed for the ponies on the journey back. Finally Alfred Dugay agreed to go, taking one of Thomas' ponies, which the foreman of the gang agreed to return in good shape, or replace. Shortly after this Thomas left for Fort Garry, or Winnipeg, got his provisions, and came back via Emerson, along the Commission Trail. When he got to the shanty, he found that he had new neighbours, as Alfred Gould and David Elliott had come in, bought West’s claim and taken possession.

Meantime Sutherland's men had got safely to Roche Percee, built their scows, loaded them with coal, and started on their long journey into Dakota round the big bend, finally arriving at Sourisford with one scow, the other two having found a watery grave. This seems incredible in view of present river conditions, but the Souris was a mighty rushing river in those days, being half a mile wide in many places. At all events the remaining scow made the remainder of the trip to Winnipeg with West, Kinley and Dugay, which is the last heard of them.

The industry pioneered by Mr. Sutherland and his friends, has become the sheet anchor of the prairie dwellers, as Souris coal is used in enormous quantities in city plants and homes, as well as by farmers, giving work to hundreds of miners, as well as freight to the railways.

During the summer of 1880 the lands in this district were surveyed by the Dominion Government, and settlers who had gone on land in advance of the survey, or squatters, as they were called, were allowed to enter for their claims, but the land was not opened for others until 1882.
Among the first settlers were Philip and Nicholas Rowe, who with a younger brother and Tip Helliwell located on 33-2-27. In 1881 John B. Elliott, a brother of D. Elliott, joined the little settlement at Sourisford. and A. M. Livingston. Dr. Sinclair and John Dobbyn located themselves near where Melita now stands, and Amos Snyder and his two sons, John and Henry, a little northwest of Sourisford, while R. J. Took went further west and south.

Dr. Sinclair and John Dobbyn both got busy, and built cities (in their minds). The former had a town-site surveyed on the west side of the river, on NW 36-3-27 which he called "Manchester", and the latter, on the east side, on 32-3-26, which he called "Dobbyn City". Lots in both townsites were sold in Winnipeg, and no doubt as far east as Ontario. Keen rivalry existed between the two embryo towns. This was increased when a post office was established, near Dobbyn City called "Menota", and the river rose to flood proportions the following spring, giving the easterners an apparent advantage, but Dobbyn City died a natural death, and "Manchester", after it too had got a post office and built a ferry boat, lost both its name and location, and became "Melita" - of this I shall have more to say later on, meantime the mail was brought from Brandon by E. P. Snider and his brother, Milton, (who kept the post office of "Menota" on 4-4-26,) with a team of mules, the C.P.R. main line having reached Brandon on September 25th, 1881.

Another embryo town was surveyed on the "Peninsula" a stretch of table land lying between the Souris and a deep wide ravine, which was flooded every spring by the overflow of the Souris, called the "Blind River". This town was on 26-2-27 and was called "Souris City". It was extensively advertised and large maps printed, shewing the lots, 2,088 to be exact, piers, and steamers, plying up and down the river. These were also sold in considerable numbers. Many of them were registered in the local Registry Office, then at Deloraine, to the joy of the Registrar, and to the sorrow of the owner of the property when he had to pay the lot owners, later on, to relinquish their claims, in order to clear up his title.

Yet another townsite, further east, between Deloraine and Whitewater, was also surveyed, but when some of the "fortunate" purchasers attempted to locate their properties, they found they could not get near them, as they were under water. This town was called "Moberly". It faded away, or should I say, floated.
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Land Titles Excerpts by A. B. Estlin

The year 1882 was a year of wonderful development for the whole province and particularly for the southwest. The fame of the Antler district with its splendid land, wood and water, had spread far and wide and settlers flocked in.

The Dominion Government had opened a Land Office near the Commission Trail in the summer of 1880 with George F. Newcombe as agent, and a Mr. Wood as assistant. They were succeeded by W. H. Stevens in 1883, and by J. A. Hayes in 1887 and John Flesher in 1889.

Guides were appointed to help locate the new settlers, some of whom had entered for their claims "unsight and unseen", as the saying then was. These had to be shown where their claims were, while others had to choose them from the list of available land supplied by the agent. This choice was facilitated to a surprising degree, by a judicial transfer of small oblong pieces of dark green paper to the hands of some of the guides.

A store, blacksmith shop and boarding house, and later on a flour mill, were located a mile or two north of the Land Office and the village of Old Deloraine was started. These buildings were moved a few miles north and west to the present town of Deloraine, when the Canadian Pacific Railway line was built to that point in November 1886.

The Provincial Government also located a Land Registration Office for the County of Souris River on January 1,1882 in Old Deloraine, with A. P. Stuart as Registrar. Mr. Stuart, in partnership with James Caverly - afterwards Postmaster, opened the first store, which was carried on for many years under the title of .-rs and Stuart. Mr. Stuart later opened a bank and insurance office, also bought scrip, and did a large loaning business. His two brothers joined him, one a lawyer, who practiced for several years. Both the brothers died, and A. P. Stuart moved to Montreal where he went into the grain business and died.

The Dominion Land Office was moved to Minnedosa some ten years later and finally transferred to Winnipeg. Mr. John Flesher, a highly respected and courteous official who was agent at the time, retained the appointment but died a short time after the removal of the office to Winnipeg.

The writer is greatly indebted to the goverment for appointing Mr. Flesher, as he moved his family to Deloraine in 1899 and one of his daughters became the writer's wife.

Now to return to Sourisford. Alfred Gould and David Elliott, had now built a house and barn and land seekers were increasing in numbers. Being at the crossing of the river and near the Commission Trail, this soon became a regular "stopping place". It was also a depot for mail before the Post Office was established.

Now a few words about Gould and Elliotts. Many a traveller, often weary, and his animals fagged out, sighed with relief on reaching this haven. The stables were warm and comfortable for the animals, while in the house the traveller got the best food circumstances would allow, well cooked and plentiful at a very moderate price, considering the distance from the source of supply.

On July 6th, 1883, by Order in Council of the Provincial Government (The Honourable Norquay in the Chair), the Registrar's Office for the Electoral Division of Souris River was removed from Deloraine to the "town of Souris", on the NW 26-2-27. This is the embryo town spoken of before as Souris City. Mr. J. P. Alexander who had succeeded Mr. A. P. Stuart as Registrar built a house and office on the townsite and took up his abode there with his family. His was the only house to be built, and it was removed to NW 34-2-27 a few years after, when Mr. Alexander obtained this quarter section as a homestead. The office was moved again to NW 2-3-27 in 1886 when Mr. Alexander resigned to contest the seat in the Provincial Legislature and J. L. Campbell  succeeded him as Registrar, and again in March 1891 when it came to its present location in the Town of Melita, Section 1-4-27. Both Mr. Alexander and Mr. Campbell were public spirited men, and did a great deal toward the development of the district.
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The Municipality of Arthur and its History
by Charles F. Campbell

The successful Essay in the recent competition for prizes offered by The Pioneer Association, June 20, 1901:

To give as comprehensive and reliable a record as possible of the events and changes which make the history of the settlement and development of this corner of our fair province is the object of this short sketch.

The settlement of the District claims our attention first. In the year 1879 a party of three white men left Winnipeg via Portage la Prairie, for somewhere. Having built sleighs at Grand Valley, a few miles east of the present Brandon, to replace their wagons, (for winter was coming on) they pushed on southward and westward through the sand hills and up the river to Red Deer Head Crossing of Souris River on the Old Boundry Commission Trail. At this crossing they pitched camp December 1st, 1879, within a few yards of the Sourisford post office. The camp was pitched to stay. Of these three, one is still with us in the role of the "oldest inhabitant" Mr. W. F. Thomas. A home was made in the bush, which in those days was no mean forest, and the Pioneer life began. Trips to Oak Lake and Grand Valley for supplies provided work and incident to pass the time away, and on one of these trips the camp dog and a stray skunk had to be pressed into service to supply provisions for the march. A short time after the camp was established the settlers were surprised one morning by the sight of strange human footprints on the snow. A search revealed a neighbour in the bush, a certain Charlie West, alias Smith, whose business relations with the Hudson Bay Co. were said to be the cause of his particularly shy and retiring disposition. This man had neither gun nor provisions and had been, for no one knows how long, subsisting on roots and such small animals as he could catch. In the spring he moved still further westward away from the advance of settlement. In the year 1880 the colony was strengthened by the arrival of Messrs. Alfred Gould and David Elliot and in 1881 Mr. J. B. Elliot also joined the little company. The year 1882 saw a flood of settlers and a flood of waters. In that season a very large number of persons crossed the river, being obligingly ferried over by either the Gould or the Thomas line of boats at $5 per load. Each proprietor had one vessel, the largest of which, 16' long, was made of two boards which cost the owner $8. The Souris at that time, was full from bank to bank and in many places at least a mile wide, and many of the incoming travellers were heard to say "how fine it would be when the steamers got running up and down the river". In May of that year, a certain Captain Naughton and Archibald McBeau came up the river-prospecting for a site for a water power grist mill. Mr. William Walker and Mr. P. B. Reekie, with their wives and families, came in at that time and settled in what afterwards became the Butterfield and Lyleton districts respectively. These ladies were the first white women in the district and Master John R. Reekie the first white child born in the community.
The Lyles and Hostetters to the west, the McDonalds, D. G. Morrisons, W. H. Crowell and others to the north, John Edward and Charles Dobbyn, James and Pat McConnell and Joseph Gurnon, as managers for Mr. Trerice, Fred and William Strotton, Charles Roblin and many others also date their arrival in this season. Mr. Alex Trerice had erected on his farm, 12-4-27 in 1882, the first frame house in the district. At this time wood and timber were plentiful in the vicinity of the river and creeks and a large number of buildings were of logs. The majority however, for several years were built of sods and cut in the form of "bricks" making very warm and comfortable houses, though not perhaps so elegant in appearance. The next year, 1883, saw the next farm house being the first in Township 3, Mr. A. M. Campbell's. Stone and brick buildings scarcely came until the nineties, Mr. James Duncan erecting the first brick house.
From these humble beginnings, the present community with its close neighbors and its fair town has grown. Of course fertility of soil and other natural advantages are responsible for the rapid manner in which the district has gained and held good settlers.
The political and municipal history of Arthur must by briefly noted. The members of Parliament have been, Hugh Sutherland (Lib.) in 1882, Hon. T. M. Daly (Con.), then the late Dolton McCarthy (Ind.) carrying and resigning the seat in 1896 to the present member Hon. Clifford Sifton (Lib.).

The first Provincial representative was the present Hon. Senator Finlay M. Young, who represented the southern part of the province before its division into Electoral Divisions. On such organization of Districts in 1886 Mr. J. P. Alexander (Con.) secured the election against Mr. A. M. Livingston (Lib.). He in turn was defeated by Mr. A.M. Campbell in 1888 who held the honour until defeated in 1899 by Mr. A. E. Thompson, the present M.P.P.
In 1884 Returning Officer E. P. Snider held the first Municipal nomination at the house of Mr. Amos Snyder on 28-2-27. The first council was then and there, unanimously elected by acclamation as follows: Reeve Mr. James Downie, Councillors Amos Snyder, Dr. Dann, J. B. Elliot and Andrew Lyle, with Mr. W. F. Thomas as Clerk, a position he has held ever since. The council met in the same house in which it had been elected and on the Clerk's asking how he should "draw up" the first by-law he was told "Oh it doesn't matter. Draw it up with oxen". There was also a County Council, composed of the Reeves in all the municipalities in the Souris River County. For this county, these were Mr. Jim Downie for Arthur, Mr. E. H. Atridge for Medora, Mr. Henry Polloch for Brenda, Mr. R. M. Graham being clerk. The County Council however had an existence of only a few months and was abolished as unnecessary.

In 1885 the municipality was divided into wards. It consisted at that time of Townships 1, 2 and 3 in Ranges 27, 28 and 29, each Range being a ward and having two councillors. Mr. J. F. Campbell was elected Reeve by a majority of one in 1886, succeeding Mr. Downie; this position he held by acclamation until 1889. In 1887 a redistribution had occurred arranging the wards as follows: No. 1 - - Twp. 1 in Ranges 27 and 28; No. 2 — Twp. 2 in Ranges 27 and 28; No. 3 — Twp. 3 in Ranges 27 and 28; and No. 4 - Twps. 1, 2 and 3 in Range 29. The number of councillors was at the same time reduced to one for each ward. Mr. G. F. Gale was Reeve in 1890. In 1891 the municipality was enlarged to its present size, Mr. A. M. Livingston being Reeve, who held the first meeting of the council of the new municipality in the school on 2-4-27. The succession of Chief Magistrates since then has been as follows: Mr. A. M. Livingston 1891 and 1892; Mr. A. Trerice 1893 and 1894; Mr. G. T. Dodds, 1895-98; Mr. R. J. Dobbyn, 1899 and 1900; Mr. J. W. Henderson at present, 1901.
It is perhaps from the social standpoint, the greatest advancement is noticeable. An incident is told, and vouched for, which gives an interesting insight into early manners and customs. In the winter of 1881-82 a certain young Indian Chenewechokie by name, had a lovely sister with an absolutely unpro-nouncable and unspellable name, which being interpreted means "thunder and lightning". A good deal of rivalry was supposed to exist for the hand of this handsome squaw. Meeting one of the pioneers alone one day the Indian said "You want my sister? Eh W. F?" "No!" said the person addressed "but I think J. B. does". Soon afterwards the home of J. B. was invaded by the mother of the dusky damsel. The old matchmaker opened the conversation with "You give me pony, you have my daughter". The victim was cornered but protested vigorously that he had no pony and could not trade for the girl. "You give me sack flour then?" "No." "You give me some clothes then." (prints) "Haven't any at all." A long pause and then "You good man — take her — take her — give nothing." The giver however was disappointed by a refusal and the heartbroken maiden still lives in single loneliness on the Pipestone Reserve, though she often visits the old haunts, and old friends always get a pleasant smile from "Susie".

As the years went on the community rapidly took on an old settled look. Stores were opened where one could buy eight Ibs. of sugar for a dollar or one pound of tea for a dollar. Mr. R. M. Graham's store at Manchester, Messrs. Warren and Snider at Menota, Mr. Pat McConnel's west of Manchester and a branch of the first-named at Sourisford and later Lyleton. Post Offices were established, first at Sourisford with Mr. Alf Gould in charge about 1882, and at short intervals, Menota Mr. E. P. Snider postmaster, Melita, which replaced the name Manchester, Mr. R. M. Graham; Butterfield, Mr. Henry Dann; and Lyleton Mr. Andrew Lyle.
The religious interest of the people were early attended to, for we find that on the first Sunday in August 1882 a religious service was held in Mr. Alf Gould's house at Sourisford. A meeting in October of the same year may be taken as typical. The pulpit was occupied on both these occasions by Rev. A. D. Wheeler, and the audience in the October meeting mentioned, which was in Mr. A. Trerice's house 12-4-27, consisted of two settlers, John and Kenneth McDonald, and three Ontario land hunters, Mr. R. M. Graham, his brother Sam and Mr. A. M. Campbell. Of this early pastorate many tales are told. How, that the minister in paying a pastoral call had to sit in the doorway with a goodly stick to keep the pigs out of the parlor. In another occasion he was forced, before he could carry on any conversation to assist the good wife of the house to eject a couple of roving porkers that had invaded the house in search probably of congenial companions and had become stuck fast beneath a hot stove. Some of his calls however were evidently to better purpose for we find Mr. Wheeler forming about one half of the first couple to be married in this district. The other part was Miss W. Langton, the officiating clergyman being Rev. J. M. Harris of Souris.

In 1884, a Presbyterian minister Mr. Manchester, labored in the district and in 1885 a Mr. McTavish. In '85 Mr. John Brown came to the community and became the pastor and friend to all. He continued his earnest work in the same field almost until his death in 1892 and is loved in memory by all whose fortune it was to know him. The small and scattered congregations of those early days have now been super-seded by four churches in Melita alone, with large congregations, and other parts of the municipality are similarly well provided for.
In the matter of schools — to save repetition -this will be covered under the heading of Melita School.

We may perhaps take a brief look at the Judicial record of the municipality. In 1881 the Dominion Government survey was completed. In 1882 the registration of lands was attended to by Registrar A. P. Stewart of Deloraine. In 1883 the west was separated from Turtle Mountain District with Mr. J. P. Alexander Registrar and the office still at Deloraine. The following year the office was moved to the town of Souriapolis in 26-2-27. This town had been surveyed in 1882 by Messrs. Carbett and Letts of Emerson, hundreds of lots were sold and the town destined to become the great city of the West. It is now but a memory of speculators and ploughed field. In 1896 the present Registrar Mr. J. L. Campbell was appointed and the office moved to Melita. The County Court Division was not established until 1893, Mr. S. A. Bell, clerk.

In the early days there was little wheat grown owing to the distance from market and the small amount of cultivators. What grain was sold had to be hauled at first to Brandon, later to Virden, then Deloraine became the market, and in 1891 the C.PR. extended itself southwestward from Hartney and towns were started at Melita and the next season, Elva and Pierson. In the first years, the lands being new, good crops were the rule, wheat averaging probably 25 bushels to the acre. Frost early in the fall however was a serious enemy and consequently very often, if not, almost every year, frozen wheat was much in evidence. Hauling loads to Virden and selling for 350 per bushel was occasionally known. In some cases a storm-stayed farmer would come home after selling his load of wheat, in debt for his expenses. The crop of '83 was cut by the only self-binder in the neighbourhood, Mr. C. S. Dobbyn's. The next year the western side of the river secured one, as Mr. A.M. Campbell imported aMcCormick from Virden for $350. These machines and Mr. C. S. Dobbyn's first threshing machine in 1884 were in wide demand. Articles and stock were expensive and scarce. Rough lumber was bought for $65 per M. A good team of horses would bring from $450 to $600. One three year old by the way, imported into Manitoba in 1880 was bought by A. M. Campbell who still has him alive and well. Mr. Pat McConnell had no difficulty in disposing of his good grade cows at $85-$100. Hens were sold at $1 a piece and cats $5 down. We do not know when hens were first introduced but are informed that one of the first settings of eggs brought in could not be hatched for lack of a mother so the good wife of the farm improvised an incubator by carrying the eggs next to her heart for the three weeks needed to hatch them. The experiment is said to have been a success. Oats were hard to buy at $2 a bushel in 1882 and for flour $8 per sack was reasonable enough, while other prices in proportion made high living a necessity.

The Agricultural Society was formed in 1897 with N. Gates President and J. T. Newberry Secretary. The first fair was held in Menota in that year and in excellence of exhibits, some of the fairs, in the first few years have scarcely been surpassed, particularly in the line of roots and other farm products.
Of the fact that this municipality can and does grow farm products to perfection no proof is needed but the fact that Mr. William Kilkenny won first prize for wheat at the Chicago Exhibition in 1893 and Mr. A.M. Livingston, the Grande Prix for barley at Paris in 1900.
Mention might have been made of many events of interest in the early days of settlement had we room to go into the matters; of the excitement caused in 1885 by Indians trekking through from the United States to aid in the North West Rebellion, ferrying their stuff across the rivers in tubs made of their tent covers stretched over willows; of the opening of ancient mounds and the finding of the skulls, bones and implements of the builders of that old race before Indians; of the formation in 1884 of the Sourisford Literary Society which built a hall and really flourished for several years and the establishment of an annual picnic at Lyleton in the later 80 's which lasted till '99.

Arthur Municipality is to be congratulated on the character of its settlers and the success and prosperity which has attended many of the pioneers. The sturdy, patriotic energetic nature of the men, yes and the women too, who ventured into an unknown world to carve their fortunes, is shown in their every act of those early days and thoroughly deserves the reward it has achieved. Away back in '82 a flag pole was erected and annual Dominion Day celebrations inaugurated. The colonists showed themselves possessed of push, life and optimistic ambition. They were determined to be a people and now they are.
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"Old Man River" by A. B. Estlin

The Souris, or Mouse River as the part that runs through North Dakota is called, has a history of its own. In the days of subdividing land and selling it as town lots, the Souris was shewn on the maps as a navigable river, with steamers plying up and down, but with the single exception of Hugh Sutherland's coalfields adventures, of which I wrote in the early history chapter, (see "The First Settlers") the only other vessels that the writer ever heard of were ferries.

The first of these was built by W. F. Thomas in 1881 but it was small, and when settlers began to arrive with heavy loads, a scow was built and operated by William Essensa who had settled at Sourisford that year. When the writer and his party, who had travelled from Emerson with their ox teams, arrived on the east bank of the Souris in June 1882 the river was very high, and the flats were flooded, making a crossing of probably one-half mile. When Essensa came across to make arrangements for taking the party over, we asked what it would cost, and were told $7 for each wagon or cart load and the loads had to be unloaded, reloaded on the opposite bank and the oxen swam across. As we had seven or eight wagons and not much money we discussed the matter far into the night, and finally decided not to cross, but to turn back, and look over the land at the west end of the Turtle Mountain which we did and settled there. Settlers were now coming in increasing numbers and it was necessary to provide more means for crossing, as there was merchandise to be brought in, and some of the early settlers had some wheat to get gristed. So in 1888 a ferry boat was built to operate at Livingstone crossing which was between sections four and five, in township four and range twenty-six, a mile east of the present town of Melita.

The money to build this boat was raised by public subscription and the names of R. M. Graham, G. L. Dodds, James McConnell, James Duncan, Innes Melvin, Ben Clapp and others appear on the accounts. The lumber was brought from Deloraine and the work of building done by Ben Clapp. Innes Melvin was the "crew and the captain".
It was quite a large boat, and cost with rope S266.89 and was used until bridges were built.
The first bridge at Melita was built in 1891 and the first at Sourisford in 1897.

But although bridges were built and grades made, Old Man River was not conquered, for in the spring of 1902 he came out of his bank, and flooded the flats, so that the municipality of Arthur had to provide means of conveying people across. They employed Dan Maxwell who built a servicable boat, which was operated by Captain McAuley, until the water went down in May. The next year (1903) there was no flood but the following year, 1904, the flats were again flooded. 

This time the municipal fleet was augmented by the addition of the paddle wheel steamer "Empress of Ireland" built and commanded by Captain R. C. Large of Coulter, from which port she sailed on her voyage to Melita where she carried passengers on short trips, as well as doing ferry duty. This was the last time Melita was a port, but now the government has built two dams it is quite probable that boating will again come into its own.

The river's history would be incomplete without some mention of its victims. The first of these that I can discover was a young man called Thompson who was drowned in 1882. He was alone at the time, and was not missed for some time. As soon as his absence was discovered every effort was put forth to find him. Alfred Gould, who was a good swimmer, dived repeatedly, trying to locate him but to no purpose. The body was found sometime after, further down the river, caught in the willows.
The next fatality occurred in the spring of 1893 when John Nelson Burwash of Waskada was coming to Melita from his farm southwest of the present town of Waskada. The water was high that spring and the creek that runs into the Souris from the "Blind Souris" was very high. Burwash followed the trail down the creek bank but apparently did not realize how deep it was. The fatality was not discovered until some Indians found the body of the pony when search was made and his body was found by or in the buckboard he was driving. This accident occurred near the present bridge over the creek just east of the traffic bridge on the highway east of Melita.

In 1902 another fatality occurred when Mrs. Wilson, who lived close to the river at Melita, was supposed to have gone to dip up a pail of water when the rotted ice gave way and she fell in and was drowned. In 1904 a young man attempted to ride across the submerged grade at Melita, in spite of all attempts to disuade him, when he went too near the edge and the horse slipped and they went into the deep water at the side of the grade. The horse must have struck him as he never rose. This occurred in full view of a large crowd who watched him leave.
In 1909 there were two fatalities, a little boy, Roy Badgley, and a young man called Hays, who worked in the Union bank. These were both bathing accidents and occurred in July.
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Post Offices excerpts by A. B. Estlin

The distribution of mail was a very interesting phase of pioneer life. It was regarded as a sacred trust and one that never seems to have been violated. The first mail for this district came to the Land Office at Deloraine. It was usually put in a grain sack and sent on to Gould and Elliott's by the first traveller going west. If he was not going all the way, he would give it to someone else who was. Here it was opened and sent on as chance occurred. Often letters were carried by chance travellers one hundred miles further west. Some letters would be badly worn and the writing blurred, showing how the carrier had got caught in a thunder storm, or had had a mishap crossing a flooded creek, river or slough, but no matter, the letters got delivered. The outgoing mail was handled in the same seemingly haphazard manner. It was a maybe a few weeks late, but arrived safely.

During the summer of 1882 a small store, opened by Warren and Snider in a tent, and a regular Post Office was installed there, the name of it being "Sourisford". The post office remained there until the railway was built to Coulter and Lyleton in June 1903. Then the store was moved to Pierson by Mr. Gould, (see footnote)

Settlement progressed by leaps and bounds. T. B. Gerry opened a blacksmith shop on his place on the east bank of the river, just below the crossing. Further north, F. B. Warren opened a store on 36-3-27 and R. M. Graham in the new town of Manchester on 36-6-27 and Pat McConnell on the SE 34-3-27.

The Warren store was run for two or three years and was closed up when the proprietor rented his farm and left the district. R. M. Graham's store, was moved into Melita in 1892 and Pat McConnell's to Deloraine about the time the railway arrived there in 1886. Editor's note:
The Postal Department states that Alfred Gould was Postmaster at Sourisford from 1884-1896 and following his resignation David Elliott from 1896-1920.

Cameron also had a post office starting in 1903 with Postmaster W. D. Hamilton. This office closed about 1929.

Other post offices in the area of this history are recorded in the town history of their location. These are Bede, Coulter, Coultervale, Elva and Napinka. Melita has a separate postal history.
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Excerpts from "Early Settlements and Townsites along the Souris River" by H. H. Saunderson

Five years residence on the banks of the Souris River in the 1880's brought me tales of various town-sites that had been laid out along its shores in the early days of white settlement.

Of these townsites, Melita, Hartney, Souris and Wawanesa still flourish, and their early history either has been written or will, no doubt, be written by people much more competent than I. Consequently, I purpose confining my attention in this article to a few other townsites that were located along the course of the river in the early days, and subsequently passed out of existence.

It is a well established fact that from the very early days of white settlement in Manitoba, and even before that era, the Souris River was used as a highway of travel. During the later 1840's a joint Commission, appointed by the British and United States Governments, was engaged in surveying and marking the boundary line between Canada and the United States of America across the prairie region, and the supplies required by that Commission were transported by horses and wagons, which established a well-beaten trail as the Commission proceeded farther and farther West. An inquisitive Canadian once asked a British member of that Commission why this Commission Trail seemed to lie for most of its length on the Northern side of the boundary line instead of the Southern, and was informed that it was from considerations of safety. Shortly prior to the commencement of this work American troops had been engaged in a desultory war with the Sioux Indians, and the red man lost no opportunity to get even with the Americans. On the other hand the relations between representatives of the British Government and the Indian tribes had been usually quite friendly. Not knowing much of the character of the soil of this region or its capabilities, the British Government was anxious to get as much information of this nature as possible, and sent Inspectors along with the Commission to take field notes of the country for twelve miles North of the boundary line day by day as the survey progressed. The members of this branch of the service usually started out alone each morning with no protection save a red cloth around their hats for identification, and it was reported that every man returned at night in safety. On the other hand if an American strayed even a mile from the survey line he was almost certain to be shot at, although the Commission was accompanied by a regiment of American soldiers.

While rivers such as the Souris were of great assistance to those engaged in the fur trade and
exploration, they were a real obstacle to the Boundary Commission teamsters; consequently a careful survey had to be made of each stream for a suitable ford. When they came to the Souris River they were fortunate in finding a spot about ten miles North of the border where there was not only a gravel bottom all the way across, but where the soft banks on each side of the stream seemed to have been worn down by the immense herds of Buffalo that were still roaming the plains, furnishing an easy approach to the ford from each side of the river. For this reason Sourisford became well known to all Boundary Commission teamsters, and subsequently to the incoming settlers both East and West.

The records of the Post Office Department of Canada show that a Post Office was opened under the name of Sourisford on June 1st, 1884, but I can find no record of any townsite of that name. However, a townsite was surveyed a short distance North, on Section 26-2-27, and a Plan of Subdivision of the S'/a and NW'/2 of that section, made by Carbert & Lett, D.L.S., was filed in the Souris River Registry Office on March llth, 1882, under the name of Souris City. The records of the Manitoba Legislature mention an Order-in-Council being passed on July 6th, 1882, for the removal of the Registrar's Office for the Electoral Division of Souris River from Deloraine to the town of Souris on the NW/4 of Section 26-2-27. Mr. J. P. Alexander, who was Registrar at the time, built a house and office on this new townsite and he and his family took up residence there, but this apparently was the extent of the town, although it was reported that lots in this townsite were being sold all the way from Manitoba to the Maritime Provinces. The published prospectus said "being in the midst of a splendid agricultural district it will soon become an important manufacturing centre" and "situated as it is on the banks of the Souris River, it is connected by water with Brandon, Winnipeg and Emerson". As there was already a townsite further down the Souris River registered under the name of Souris City, the one situated in 2-27 never became well known and soon passed out of existence. On September 26th, 1916, John Crerar obtained an Order from Judge Cumberland cancelling this Plan. 

* Editor's note:
According to some of the old timers and references in the old papers, this embryo town was also called "Souriapolis".

Manchester

As settlement spread Northward from Sourisford a secondary settlement was formed near the confluence of Graham Creek and the Souris River. Amongst the early homesteaders in this vicinity were Messrs. A. M. Livingstone, Dr. Sinclair and John Dobbyn, who arrived in 1881. In the spring of 1882 Messrs. H. J. Archibald, John Findlay, George and Edward Sterling and J. W. Modeland moved West from Morden. Dr. Sinclair had part of the NW!/4 of Section 36-3-27 surveyed as a townsite and a Plan of Subdivision was registered in the Souris River Registry Office on March 28th, 1882, as Plan No. 2, under the name of Manchester. We are told that lots in the town of Manchester were sold in Winnipeg. In 1883 Mr. R. M. Graham started a small store in the town, and in 1884 the residents of the district petitioned the Dominion Government to have a Post Office opened in this embryo city. The petitioners were advised that a Post Office would be opened there, but as there was already a post office named Manchester, a different name would have to be chosen, (see Post Office history). When eventually a railway line was built from Brandon to the district and crossed the Souris River just East of the Manchester townsite, a station was placed on Section 1-4-27 and named Melita, and the buildings which had been erected in the town of Manchester were moved over to the new townsite which sprang up around the railway station. In due course Plans of Subdivision of the townsite of Melita were registered in the Souris River Registry Office as Nos. 5 and 6, and the town of Manchester ceased to be.

Dobbyn City

One of the enterprising pioneers who came to the Melita district in 1881 was John Dobbyn, who was accompanied that spring by his adult son, Richard, and selected a homestead on the East side of the Souris River on Section 32-3-26. After spending part of that summer on the homestead the two Dobbyns returned to Ontario in the autumn. The following spring John Dobbyn returned, bringing other members of his family and a quantity of household goods, and detrained at Brandon. His son, Richard, who was already a married man and comfortably established on an Ontario farm, did not return with his Father, though he came to the Melita district some years later and spent many years there.
It was the general belief of the settlers around the Manchester district that a railway line would be built from the vicinity of Brandon Southwest along the Souris River, and John Dobbyn estimated it would cross the river nearly opposite his homestead; — why not establish a town there in anticipation of its arrival? — so being a man of action he had a townsite surveyed, but apparently a Plan was never registered in the Registry Office. However, it was duly advertised, and in the Manitoba Free Press on March 20th, 1882, appeared the following news item: "The spot light of real estate interest was now turned upon a place called "Dobbyn City", Manitoba, where assiduous auctioneers were selling lots as low as $40.00 and as high as $85.00."
The railway was afterwards built nearly as anticipated, but the river was crossed about a mile further North, and the station was located on the West side of the river instead of the East side. As a consequence Dobbyn City became another of the "has beens."


Forty Years Ago Today— 1882 Jas. Whan sold 105 Dobbyn city lots at prices ranging from $40 to $65. — Harvey C. Simpson purchased two lots in block 17, Ross street, for $1600. 

Taken from Free Press, March 20,1922.








F10. Cemeteries

The Coultervale Cemetery from "Sourisford and Area 1879"

The Coultervale Cemetery was surveyed in 1898 and located on the N.W. corner of 22-1-27. A great many of the pioneers of the area have been laid to rest there. A cemetery committee supported by the residents of the district keeps the cemetery in good condition.

Melita Cemetery

In September, 1892 the municipal council completed the purchase of nine acres of land from Mr. T. D. Sturgeon, and had it surveyed for a cemetery. This cemetery is located about a mile west of Melita on a bank of the creek — high and dry. Lots no. 144 to 170 inclusive were set aside in 1899 for paupers and strangers.
In October 1904 at a Board of Trade meeting, G. L. Dodds and A. B. Estlin were appointed to look into the matter of proper caretaking of the cemetery. Consequently two members were appointed from Arthur Municipality, two from town council and four members met with the Board of Trade committee in October. The committee consisted of W. Kilkenny and J. Williams — Arthur Municipality; C. P. Estlin and T. W. Sturgeon — Town of Melita; G. L. Dodds - Melita Board of Trade; Mayor Estlin in the chair and A. B. Estlin as secretary.
In August 1907 the Arthur Council gave $400 for construction of a vault and improvements to Melita Cemetery. The morgue was built in 1908 by Johnston and Pope. Lots sold for $2 per grave.

In June 1925, 50 roots of peony, iris and bleeding heart, were donated by "Peony Farm", Portage La Prairie to the Cemetery board. In the fall of 1927, 1000 tulip bulbs were planted.
By 1936 the appearance of the cemetery had suffered extensively from drought. Nathan House was to supervise the cemetery that year.

The rough iron gates were built into the fence about 1969. This project was undertaken by the Rebekah Lodge in honor of their 60th Anniversary.

In 1982 the responsibility of the cemetery falls to the rural council, who in turn bill half the expenses to the town on an annual basis.

Some of the caretakers have been Mr. Storey, Mrs. Lodwick, Percy Loucks, Glen Gordon, Herb Pickett and George Anderson.

F11. Municipal Government
taken from "Sourisford and Area From 1879"

The first settlers had many problems that they had to deal with on an individual basis but they also had problems that had to be dealt with by the population at large. One of the most important of these was the establishment of some kind of municipal government. As many of the earlier settlers came from eastern Canada, mainly Ontario, it was only natural that they were inclined towards setting up the municipal units on a county basis as was done in Ontario.
The first administrative unit set up for southwestern Manitoba was the Turtle Mountain Land District, provided for by Order-in-Council on April 14,1880. Its authority extended from range 15W and included the first five rows of townships north from the International boundary. It was administered from the lands office at Old Deloraine, on 19-2-22.
When the Manitoba lands were under the jurisdiction of the federal government as part of the North-West Territories, the formation of municipal units was left to local initiative which only resulted in four municipal units being set up. When the land in this area was annexed to the province of Manitoba, the settlers in this area had no say in the matter in either the framework or functions of the municipalities they were to operate, as they came under the Manitoba Municipal Act of 1880. This western part of the province was annexed to the former small province in 1881 and by an act of the Manitoba Legislature in May of 1881 chapter nine established Rural Municipality No. 30 or Souris River, and chapter 10, The Rural Municipality of Turtle Mountain, No. 31. The Souris River municipality was to take in the first six rows of townships in ranges 23 to 29 and Turtle Mountain the first six rows of townships in ranges 17 to 22.

A second act was passed in 1881, in an attempt to institute in Manitoba a system of county government for inter-municipal activities. This divided the added south-western territories into two counties, Turtle Mountain and Souris River. Until the population warranted separate county administration, these two were to be grouped with Brandon and Dennis counties for county purposes, the whole to be known as Brandon county. A third act placed this large county within The Western Judicial District for judicial purposes.

These large municipal governments proved to be too large for a warden and six councillors to administer directly, in an area that was just developing and where communications were poor. An act of the legislature passed in 1883 set up four municipalities within the county of Turtle Mountain and four in the county of Souris River. The four in Souris River were: Medora, Arthur, Inchiquin and Brenda. Each municipality countained nine townships. Medora's boundaries were ranges 24, 25, 26, townships 1, 2, 3. Arthur's were ranges 27, 28, 29, townships 1,2,3. Inchiquin's were ranges 27, 28, 29, townships 4, 5, 6, and Brenda's ranges 24, 25, 26, townships 4, 5, 6. With the coming into effect of this act, elections were held immediately in all the municipalities except Inchiquin which never became organized. James Downie was the first reeve elected under these boundaries for the municipality of Arthur.

These frequent changes in municipal boundaries were an attempt to find the size of municipal unit that would best serve the needs of a new area with different needs for the populations of the different areas included in the general Souris River area.

The nine township municipalities did not prove to be satisfactory at this stage of the area's development. Consequently by an act of the Legislature passed in 1890 the municipal boundaries were redrawn and Arthur was enlarged to include ranges 26, 27, 28, 29. Townships one to six inclusive. These were the boundaries of Arthur Municipality until 1905 when it was divided into the three municipalities of the present, Albert, Edward and Arthur. Arthur's boundaries are ranges 26 and 27 townships 1 to 4 inclusive.
The duties and responsibilities delegated to these early municipalities by the provincial government included building and maintaining bridges, roads, establishing and supporting school districts, collecting municipal and school taxes, and other duties such as weed control, health inspection, relief and stray animals. In 1883 further powers were granted to the municipalities, including, power to bonus industries and railways by cash donations and by tax exemptions for any number of years. Councils could subscribe for any number of shares of stock in payment of any sum borrowed by an incorporated railway. They could also endorse or guarantee the debentures of a railway company, they could issue debentures for stipulated purposes, could grant loans in aid of railways and issue debentures to provide them, and could encourage local industries by granting bonuses or exemptions from taxation. In a special section of the act the amount of assistance to railways was limited to 25 cents an acre within a municipality actually alienated from the crown. Arthur municipality never seems to have become involved in railway assistance but they did bonus a grist mill and after trying for some years to finance expensive improvements by special levies they resorted to issuing long term debentures for public works.

The providing of municipal services in a newly settled area presented many problems for the early councils because their area was more thinly populated than the municipalities further east and was ated than the municipalities further east and was more subject to crop failures due to periodic droughts. This resulted in the municipality being called on every few years to assist farmers in the purchase of seed grain and fodder and, of course, in these dry years tax collections were greatly reduced while the need for essential service such as schools and better roads remained the same. These periodic crop failures from one cause or another persisted through until the failures of 1930 to 1936 which were the longest continuous stretch of crop failures experienced to that date or since. This was accompanied by a world wide depression when there was almost complete breakdown in markets for agricultural products at a profitable price level. The livestock population of Arthur as well as that of adjoining municipalities was decimated. Any herds that survived had to be shipped out of the area for pasture and winter feed. These conditions were beyond the financial capacity of the affected municipalities to deal with so the senior provincial and federal governments had to come to their assistance in providing relief for most of the citizens and in providing seed and feed and tractor fuel to sow limited amounts of crop in the hope of a more favorable year and also the cost of freighting livestock and people to more fortunate areas of the province. The senior governments because of the prevailing depression and widespread unemployment were themselves hard pressed to offer much assistance, but because they had greater borrowing power they were able to help the country and municipalities to survive. As more favorable years returned, the municipalities in south-western Manitoba including Arthur were faced with large debts due to the Province making the necessary financial advances to the municipalities to allow them to meet the extraordinary demands made on them during this period. The situation of the farmers following these years was serious. Much of the land was now either owned or controlled by mortgage companies and most farmers were faced with rebuilding their farm operations with very limited resources.
In view of these facts, and to allow for a more rapid recovery for this area the Provincial Government convened a cabinet meeting in Melita attended by the affected municipalities to try and work out a course of action that could speed the recovery of this section of Manitoba. As a result of this meeting the Province agreed to cancel the debts of the Municipalities to the Province for relief payments and advances for seed and feed and other debts owed by the municipalities to the province because of the condition that prevailed from 1930 to 1936. At the same time the federal Government established a reclamation farm north of Melita to experiment with cultural practices and grain varieties and alternate crops suitable for the area, to minimize the effects of drought in the future. Fortunately these conditions have not been repeated to any degree to the present time.
With the return to better crops and economic conditions the municipality was able to collect most of tax arrears and were able to move ahead with other projects such as upgrading and improving the whole municipal road system and gradually introducing new municipal services for the residents.
The idea of creating a system of County governments for Manitoba has not been realized to this time. This does not mean that there had not been inter-municipal undertakings, but rather than rigid County boundaries for participating in inter-municipal projects, the municipalities seemed to prefer to enter into joint projects as best suited the needs and convenience of their residents. Sometimes a municipality would have a geographical division of their municipality in hospital or other services districts. There have been attempts over the years to introduce large municipalities but these have been rejected by the municipalities.
At this time there is in effect in Arthur, agreements with one or more other municipalities for a Weed Control Board, Hospital District, Senior Citizens Home, Personal Care Home, Ambulance Ser-vice, Library Service, Arena, Recreation Area, and Fire protection and Veterinary Services.
Keeping in mind the sparse population compared to other agricultural areas in the province of this area we enjoy a good level of municipal services and institutions.
To carry on municipal government over the years has required councillors to take time from their own farms or other occupations to carry on the minicipal work. Arthur municipality has been well served by the councillors chosen to represent it over the years. In the earlier years there were annual elections for council so there were frequent changes in personnel. The following is a list of councillors for his area as accurate as possible from records still available.




Pioneer Writing

F12. R. M. Graham

R. M. Graham left Ontario in 1882 for the West and made a tour of the province visiting several points north of Brandon and transversing southern Manitoba's entire length extending from the Red River to Range 28 and finally took up the farm where he is now residing. He removed thither with his family from St. Thomas, Ontario in June 1883, and started a small store in connection with his farm. The store business gradually expanded resulting in a branch store at Sourisford and later another at Lyleton. 

The second year after settling here, he erected a blacksmith shop which was occupied by different tenants until the advent of the railway. Mr. Blackwell also opened a repair harness shop and soon after Mr. Dodds removed his store from Wolsley resulting in quite a country village corner. Mr. Graham's car, consisting of two span of horses, household effects, store goods etc., arrived at Brandon June 1, 1883 at which point he had to team everything over roads that were beset with boggy and alkali spots and necessitating frequent unloading on the way out. Store goods were likewise freighted at Brandon until a road was opened to Virden but the last few years prior to the building of the Souris railway all merchandise was freighted at Deloraine the terminus of that branch at the time. 

When the Souris railway was completed to this point Mr. Graham moved his stock to what was then popularly known as the new town, and contained one of the leading general store concerns until last June when he sold out to Mr. McJannet who now continues the business (1899). Mr. Graham was therefore exactly 15 years continuously in business in this district. In March 1884, Judge Walker made R. M. Graham of Manchester (the name then given to the corners) a conveyancer for the Province of Manitoba. In April the same year he was appointed a commissioner for taking affidavits. In September following, on strength of a petition circulated by James McConnell, Mr. Graham was appointed postmaster beginning with the magnificent salary of $10 per annum and the name Manchester was changed to Melita. 

The first school district in the vicinity was formed in 1886 and Mr. Graham was trustee and secretary-treasurer of the first school. A school building was erected near the old Manchester corner. This building was recently bought and converted into a dwelling by Mr. T. D. Sturgeon. Some years later when Melita had become a smart village and the people demanded larger school accommodation Mr. Graham was again elected on the school board and took a foremost part in some desirable plans, floating debentures and erecting the present up-to-date and commodious four room school, the most conspicuous building in our town. After removing the store goods to the new town Mr. Graham converted his combined store and dwelling into a tasty rural residence. Mr. Graham has in addition to his other pursuits brought his half section farm under a high state of cultivation pursuing his operation along the line of mixed farming which he has found to be the most advantageous method. He has shown more than ordinary taste in tree planting and otherwise making surroundings homelike and attractive. Mr. Graham's example in this respect could be followed to advantage by others. The mile and a quarter of maple hedge and park of various native deciduous trees, shrubs, plants and evergreens testifies to his success along these lines and shows what well directed effort and perseverance will accomplish in this almost treeless land. Mr. Graham has always taken an active part in educational, municipal and other matters of public interest pertaining to the will of this part of our province. In religion he is a member of the regular Baptist denomination and took an active part in the erection of the new Baptist edifice that now graces our town. Since disposing of his store business Mr. Graham occupies his time supervising the work on his farm and attending to his post office duties together with odd jobs in conveyancing which he says is ample employment for one of his time of life.





Pioneer Writing

F13. Thomas Hope July 26,1899

The Pioneers' Picnic which has been talked of so long is at length to become a fact. Tuesday next there will probably be a larger gathering of old settlers than has ever taken place in this section of the country before. And many will be the tales and reminiscences related by those present as memory travels backward to the early days when neighbours were scarce and the hearty welcome and helping hand were ever ready one for another.
In anticipation of the coming picnic it is with pleasure that we give here a brief sketch of one of the early settlers of the Melita District.

Mr. Thomas Hope came to Winnipeg in the month of July 1882 from Glengary, Ontario, where he had considerable experience in farming. He remained in Winnipeg until the following spring when he struck out west in search of a suitable district in which to locate. After travelling through southwestern Manitoba and the territories as far west as the coal fields he came to the conclusion that he could not find a better district than that in the neighbourhood of Melita, consequently he determined to take up a homestead east of town. He only remained a short time however and went to Carberry for the winter, but returned in February 1884 and remained here most of the time since. In 1893 he spent one month in Ontario and 1895 left for his old home in the east taking his family with him, with the intention of remaining. This was in the latter part of November, but although he received a present of a good farm with excellent buildings on it and everything as comfortable as could be wished, he could not be tempted to remain and came back to Manitoba in the following March, perfectly satisfied that this country is good enough for any man to live in.

Besides his homestead and preemption on the south half of 30-4-26, Mr. Hope bought last year another half section and now has 480 acres. On the homestead and preemption there are about 300 acres broken of which about 230 acres are in crop this year. Of this acreage there are about 140 acres in wheat and remaining 90 acres in oats and barley. On the last quarter purchased there are 90 acres under cultivation, with 60 acres of it in wheat. During the past ten years Mr. Hope has had very good average crops of wheat ranging from 1800 bushels to over 4000 bushels. One year the yield was 4400 bushels from 147.5 acres. Barley and oats do well. Last year on 17 acres he grew 375 bushels of barley.

While bringing his land under cultivation Mr. Hope has not neglected the improvement of his property in other ways, has built good stables, and in 1896 erected a good stone house. He has also had excellent success in tree planting and now is rewarded in possessing a beautiful and comfortable prairie home.





Pioneer Writing

F14. I. T. Lennox April 26,1899

The Souris River crossing the border from North Dakota in 1-1-27, threads its torturous course for many miles through the Municipality of Arthur on its way to join the waters of the Assiniboine and the Red Rivers. Its banks are sufficiently wooded to relieve the monotony of the surrounding prairie and wheat land. As it winds along with many a twist and turn, it passes by numerous farm houses nestled along its banks, built by settlers who had an eye for the beautiful nature and not merely the almost universal desire for the accumulation of wealth. Leaving the town and driving in a southerly direction along the Peninsula from which a magnificent view of Melita and the surrounding country may be had, one soon arrives at the home of I. T. Lennox beautifully located on the eastern bank of the river commanding a splendid view of the Souris Valley. Mr. Lennox is a native of Simcoe County, Ontario having carried on business in Barrie near which he also owned and managed an excellent farm. 

He came to this country first in 1885 during the Riel Rebellion, being First Lieutenant in a company of volunteers fitted out to quell the disturbance. His experience of the country at that time was so favourable that after returning to Ontario in July of 1885, he came back to Manitoba in the fall of the same year and took up land in 1-26 in the Waskada district. Mr. Lennox remained in this district for six years and said that the land is excellent and that he raised as much as 30 bushels to the acre. The principal drawback was the distance from the market but this will probably be removed in the near future, as a charter was granted during the last session of the Provincial House to the Waskada, and North Eastern railway and land in the district has been selling very fast in anticipation of the advent of the railroad. 

Mr. Lennox left the Waskada district owing to lack of transportation facilities and bought land in 3-27 about three miles from Melita where he now owns three quarters of a section in which also Mr. Lennox has raised as much as 30 bushels of wheat. In 1890 Mr. Lennox bought lots in Deloraine and built on them investing $3,000 and later in Melita investing $2,500 which enterprise has added greatly to the appearance of the respective towns. Mr. Lennox has great faith in the capabilities of this portion of the province as a wheat growing country and considers the climate to be much better and more healthful than that of Ontario. 

He further states that he has seen more loss through rust in Ontario than he ever saw in Manitoba from frost or drought, and that the land here produces a greater acreage of wheat than in the east and with less expense. Mr. Lennox thinks that one man can handle twice as much crop in Manitoba as he can in Ontario and that all that is necessary to make the country flourish is a greater competition in railways and also a larger business centre in the western part of the province to compete with Winnipeg in the matter of trade.





Pioneer Writing

F.17. John Salisbury June 7,1899.


Mr. John Salisbury is a native of eastern Ontario brought up on a farm in the County of Hastings in the neighbourhood of Bellview where he had a good deal of experience in farm work. During the 10 years immediately prior to settling in Manitoba he learned the business of cheesemaking and also worked at carpentering both on the Canadian and American sides of the boundary. In the spring of 1883 Mr. Salisbury determined to seek a home in the west. He left Ontario in March that year and came directly to the Melita district where he has remained ever since. On arriving here he took up a homestead where he now resides on the east half of 32-4-26 and immediately went into the raising of wheat. Although looking back through the light of past experience he is now convinced that it was a mistake in the early days, before the advent of the railroad to raise wheat as the cost of marketing was too great. He is of the opinion that it would have been much better to go into stock raising in the early days. However, it never is too late to mend and Mr. Salisbury like most other farmers is convinced that mixed farming is the safest method to pursue in order to make a permanent success although as yet he has confined himself exclusively to wheat growing. Mr. Salisbury has had several experiences of frost and a slight experience of hail. Nearly all his land has been brought under cultivation and this year he has put in 190 acres of wheat and about 60 acres of oats. Yield of course has varied in different years, the highest was 40 bushels to the acre. Mr. Salisbury intends to improve his property by building, and will this year put up a new granary. It is by industry that success is achieved and Mr. Salisbury is on the highroad to success.





Pioneer Writing

F.18. W. F. Thomas
by A. B. Estlin —1936

As I have already mentioned, Mr. Thomas was one of the first settlers and I feel that it will be interesting to many of my readers who know him, to hear the story of his early days, his hardships and privations, all of which were told to me by himself, as we sat together smoking our pipes in his comfortable home in Melita, where he lives after completing 50 years of continuous service as Secretary-Treasurer for the Municipality of Arthur, which was enlarged and made smaller at different times in his career.

Walter F. Thomas was born in Queenstown, Ontario, on November 3, 1856. Like many other Ontario boys, he left home and came west, to look for a job. He had been promised one at Port Arthur, but when he got there, the place was filled. Much disappointed, he looked about for another. He fell in with a man called John Lloyd, from Superior, U.S.A., who promised him work if he would go back there with him. Having nothing in sight, Thomas went with Lloyd on board the little tugboat, and after a very stormy passage, during which they expected to be wrecked at any time, he finally reached Superior. Thomas found the work was in a Root Beer and Ginger Ale factory which did not appeal to him, so after working there a while he left, and travelled up the coast where he got a job in a saw mill. He did not stay there very long either, but went back to Superior and took a train for Winnipeg by Fisher Landing. Things were not very good in Winnipeg those days with jobs scarce, but he got one to go haying near Stony Mountain.
The country around there is low and flat, so when Thomas and his new employer started out with mower and rake tied behind the wagon, they did not get far before they got stuck fast in the oozy mud, for which the Red River Valley is famous. After unhitching the horses, the two men tried for several hours to get the wagon out. They were soaking wet and the mosquitoes buzzed round them in millions. They finally decided to get the horses and go back. Thomas went to get them but could not find them, and came back to the wagon. His boss wanted him to go back again and look some more, but Thomas had had enough, and started back to Winnipeg. When he got there he found the horses had got back to the stable, so he bought a saddle and went back to the haying, riding one of the horses.

The haying job consisted of pulling the newly mown grass out of the water with the horse, taking it on to dry land, and did not last long. Getting back to Winnipeg, he heard of the great bed of coal that had been found south and west, near the boundary line.
Having no work in sight, Thomas, who had fallen in with Alfred Dugay and James Kinley, proposed that they pool resources, buy a wagon, tent, some provisions and go out to the coal area. They did this and also bought some ponies. They made slow progress as the roads were very wet and soft, but after a rest at Portage la Prairie, they got to Grand Valley where Brandon is now. Here they found deep snow, so had to stop and build jumpers, or rough sleighs, before going on. They left Grand Valley, following a trail to Oak Lake where Marion Brothers kept a store and trading post. They camped here for another rest, but had another misfortune, as some Indians stole a lot of their precious provisions. Leaving Oak Lake they struck south, travelling through a lot of wet marshy country, until they reached the Souris River. They followed the river until they reached the mouth of the Antler. Here they camped and as the country looked good, Thomas suggested staying there and taking up the land, which they did. He was the only one who "stuck it" as I have said previously. In the winter following, he had a very narrow escape from losing his life.
He left the camp with his dog and provisions for four days, riding his pony to Winnipeg. He camped the first night just east of where Melita is now, and travelled along the river. On the third he reached Plum Creek which is where the town of Souris now stands.
As it was windy and very cold, he cut some small poles with his hand axe and covered them with his blankets, making a tent. The next morning he was horrified to find he could not see. Here he was, miles from any human habitation. He lay there for three days in this pitiable condition, suffering from snow blindness. When his sight came back a bit, he discovered that his dog had eaten most of his grub, but his pony was all right, having lived by pawing the snow from the grass, so he gathered up his little outfit, and struck out over the prairie for the Brandon Hills where he could get wood. He reached there and
camped for the night, but he was getting very weak, having had almost no food for three days. He was afraid to go to sleep so walked and jumped around to keep warm, thereby keeping himself awake.

The next morning he started for Grand Valley but the snow got very deep and at last his pony could go no further. There was nothing else to do but to turn back, so he retraced his steps to his camp of the previous night and next day set out for Plum Creek. Snow was now falling heavily, a wind got up and he was badly worried lest he should lose his way. However, he reached his previous camp, which was where the Souris Flour Mill is now, put up two crotched sticks with a cross piece, on which he hung his mitts and socks to dry. During the night the dog, feeling cold, crawled up to the fire, knocked the sticks down and they fell in the fire. It was indeed a desperate situation. The food was all gone. He had no socks or mitts. It was evident that both he and the dog would starve, so very reluctantly he killed his faithful friend of many trials, and it saved his life by supplying a scanty stock of food, or enough to last three days. In order to make sure of this, after cooking the dog, he did the flesh up in separate packages, tied them with a thin strip of shaganappi he had in his pocket and took one for each meal. The next day he made the sandhills. Here the snow was almost gone and the sun shone. While he was riding along, a skunk ran along the trail in front of him. Almost without thinking he threw his hand axe at it and by a wonderful stroke of good fortune, struck it on the head, killing it instantly, thereby avoiding odoriferous complications and providing an extra supply of nice white meat. Very few menus contain both dog and skunk.

Having plenty of food, he got safely home, camping on the river south and west of Melita. The next day he got back to his shanty, very thankful indeed for his narrow escape. He made several more trips, but although they were all strenuous, none was as bad as this one.
In the spring of 1882, the snow was very deep and went away quickly, with heavy rain, causing all the rivers to rise and overflow their banks. It is known to this day as the year of the big flood. Settlers were beginning to travel in and it was necessary for them to cross the rivers. Naturally a lot of them followed the Commission Trail from Emerson. So Thomas decided to build a boat. He had no boards but enquired around among the new settlers. A lot of these had brought cars of stock and implements, and most of them had some lumber in them. He finally got two wide boards, 16 feet long from one called John Bot-teril. These he paid $8 for, and with a few smaller pieces from here and there, he built the first boat. It was not very stable, and the trip was sometimes perilous, but by swimming the ponies and loading the buckboards carefully on to the boat, it served the purpose and sometimes produced as much as $5 for a trip which soon repaid the original outlay.

It was on one of these trips that Thomas lost his arm. He had crossed the river to bring some land seekers across, had landed them and was walking back to the shanty when he remembered he had left his gun in the boat. He went back, picked it up, and for some unaccountable reason, the gun went off, blowing off his hand just above the wrist. Fortunately the muzzle was close to the arm and the flame from it burned the flesh and arteries so that very little blood escaped. The passengers picked him up, tied a handkerchief tightly above the wound and carried him, more dead than alive, to his shanty, using the door for an ambulance. After lying helpless for eight days, the hoped-for doctor had not arrived and there were signs of mortification setting in. Any chance of going out for medical help was out of the question and things looked very bad indeed. But the same good fortune that had brought him through before stood him in good stead once more. News of the accident reached the Dominion Land Office 30 miles east of Sourisford at Old Deloraine and it just happened that a young medical student was there getting information about homesteads. He immediately set out for the scene of the accident, and arriving there, decided at once that amputation was the only thing to be done. For instruments he had only a case of pocket lance knives, but no saw. Then someone remembered that Joseph Dann, who lived some miles west, and was a veterinary surgeon, had a bone saw. Both he and his saw were soon pressed into service and the operation was successfully performed. To secure the arteries and sew up the wound they had only gill net twine, but it made a good job. After the operation Thomas had a good meal of stewed wild duck and bannocks, and was himself again, a wonderful relief after eight days of agony and worry. Strangely enough he suffered no pain during the operation. Neither anaesthetics or antiseptics were used. Mother nature, without the aid of science, performed the miracle, assisted by a splendid constitution and a healthy body.

The following summer, being in Ottawa, Thomas showed his arm to the family physician, Sir James Grant, whose only comment was "It was well done." The loss of his arm put an end to his ferrying operations, but having his right hand and arm left he was able to get along nicely. When the Municipality of Arthur was formed soon after, he was appointed clerk, which position he held for nearly 50 years. He also was Secretary-Treasurer of the Pioneers' Asso-
ciation for over 30, being obliged to relinquish both offices on account of failing eyesight.
He is still in splendid health (1936) and greatly enjoys a chat with old timers.





Pioneer Writing

F19. John Williams July 19,1899.

One of the earliest settlers of the Melita district and one whose long experience of the country has enabled him to form reliable opinions of its possibilities, is John Williams. Mr. Williams left his native home in Flintshire, Wales in the year 1881 and set out to seek his fortune in Canada. He at first located at Hamilton, Ontario, where he started with a capital of two hundred and a half. Not satisfied, however, with the prospects in Ontario he left in the fall of 1882 and came out to Manitoba settling on the section of land where he now resides — five miles south of the village of Melita. Mr. Williams enjoys the distinction of being the earliest living settler on what is popularly known as the Peninsula. His farm is beautifully located on the banks of the Souris and includes besides wheat land, an abundance of pasture, wood and water. On his section of land he has already broken about 220 acres. Since making his home here Mr. Williams has always taken an active interest in the Agricultural Society and Farmers Institute having been a director of the former for many years and President for three years. At present he is and has been for a number of years Secretary of the Farmers Institute and was at one time President. His impressions of the country are best told in his own words in the following communication:

"To the editor of the Progress: Complying with your request for a few of my experiences as one of the first settlers in this part of the province and my opinion as to the suitability as a place of settlement I would beg to offer the following: I arrived in Manitoba in November 1882 walking from Brandon to old Deloraine. The ground was covered with two or three inches of snow. Houses on the road were then few and far apart and accommodations very limited indeed. I struck Sourisford on December 16, 1882 having paid a man $5.00 per day and his expenses for driving me over there with one horse and a jumper from Deloraine. Next day I took a trip on the Peninsula as far as 14-3-27, my present homestead. The only dwelling on the Peninsula in those days was a little shanty 8' x 10' belonging to the late F. B. Gerry which was burnt down in the conflagration of '86. I made entry for my homestead on January 19, 1883 and in the following spring I put in about ten acres of wheat, paying $1.25 for seed on breaking that some enterprising easterner had done in '82.

That crop was totally destroyed by hail on July 29th, pretty hard on a tenderfoot wasn't it? Hail has kindly and consistently given me the go by from that day to this. It would be tiresome to give the particulars of every year that has gone by since. Suffice it is to say that my lot has been similar to that of the average settler. Ups and downs alternately with perhaps the downs coming a little heavier if not oftener than the ups. The incomer of today can form no adequate idea of the hardships and privations that the people who came in the early '80's had to undergo. They travelled all sorts of conditions of roads to Brandon, Virden, Boissevain through the snow of winter and the mud of summer, but these pioneers had faith in the country then and what has transpired since shows that it was not misplaced. The names of a good many men occur to my mind whom I knew in the early days as men of very limited means but who are now well endowed with this world's goods. This goes to prove that a man who is able and willing to work and possesses a modicum of good sound horse sense may reasonably expect to get along in this part of the province at least.

That the land is productive does not admit of doubt. Wheat grown on some of my neighbours' farms has exceeded the mark of 40 bushels to the acre, my own has not gone higher than 38. A comparison between '82 and '99 shows that progress has been made on the narrow strip of land known as the Peninsula, though it is really an island Mr. Editor. The former years saw the first sod turned, the latter will probably see 30,000 bushels of wheat grown for export besides other grains. In '82 only one small shanty was seen on the territory in question, '99 can show 20 farm houses. Formerly in our peregrinations over the province we had to be guided by instinct, now we boast the straightest and best piece of road in the southwest. When it is remembered that it was not until 1891 that a railway came within a reasonable distance I think the showing made is very credible. It is expected that the near future will see greater and more improvements than the past, and that fortune is only beginning to smile on us. So note it be, we deserve all the smile she has to bestow."

John Williams





F20. Harmon Beef Ring — Brown's District submitted by Mrs. Helen Harmon Sr.

The Harmon Beef Ring was organized in Brown's District in the spring of 1921 under the supervision of William Harmon Sr. A beef ring was in operation on a farm in Ontario where Mr. Harmon worked.
A slaughter house was erected on Harmon's farm 23-4-27 by volunteer labor, some of whom were George Anderson, George Fraser, William Mc-Callum, William Baumgarten, John Oberlin, Milton Taylor, Abe Bartholomew, John Lamport, William Paxton, William Mason and William Harmon.
A license to operate the beef ring was issued by the government each year and was inspected by the Department of Health. Each beef to be slaughtered was inspected for quality and weight by an appointed inspector.

[image: ]
Each year there were 20 animals slaughtered and cut up according to the chart issued by the Department of Health, there being 20 whole shares of meat or 40 half shares. Each whole share gave a member a cut of roast, a cut of boil and a slice of steak. Each half share member received one cut of boil and a slice of steak one week and the next week he received a roast. The animal to be slaughtered was delivered to the slaughter house on Monday night, slaughtered on Tuesday night and cut up early Wednesday morning. It was placed in flour bags which had the member's name on it. Butchers included Jerry Donohue, Alex Morgan, Art O'Brien, Josh Clarke, Lome Slack, Ewart Holden and Harry Compton. They were given $6 or the beef hide for payment. The meat cut up each year averaged 9000 Ibs. and was a supply of A-l meat for the members.
At the annual meeting held at Harmon's, accounts were settled. Settling of accounts included payment of overweight and underweight of meat received. For example --if the weight of an animal which a member supplied weighed 500 pounds and he received 450 pounds of meat, he was paid for 50 pounds of meat @ 10 cents a pound. If he received more than 500 pounds he paid 10 cents a pound for overweight. The total number of pounds of beef and meat received.


After settling of accounts of which Mrs. Harmon was secretary and recording officer for 35 years, a dance and party was held and enjoyed by up to 100 people with pot luck lunch. Mr. And Mrs. Herb Dobbyn usually played for the dancing.

In 1956 the beef ring closed. Deep freezes had taken over from ice wells.






F21. The History of Captain Large and The Empress of Ireland
From April 28,1977 New Era, as written by Roy Brown

Captain Large and The Empress of Ireland

Hunt Johnston Rolston Large was born in Shelbourne, Ontario on June 17,1876 and died April 10,1947. According to information received from his son William in Saulte Ste. Marie, Ontario, he came west at the turn of the century. He probably came with the C.P.R. as it moved west along the southern route through Waskada, Coulter, and Lyleton between 1900 and 1903. In any case he did start a business in the village of Coulter under the name South Antler Steel Works. His business cards and announcements indicate that he ran a general repair and machine works, making many different types of farm implements and small items such as whiffletrees, doubletrees and cement mixers.

According to people like Mr. Wesley Mallo, 82 year old pioneer of the Coulter district, Rolston was very well liked. He apparently had a winning personality and even people with whom he had dealings and may never have paid, all had a good word for him.
One thing for certain is that H. J. R. Large was extremely clever. He was a first class steam engineer, a blacksmith and a master mechanic of no mean ability.
When automobiles started making their appearance on the main roads, Rolston, according to articles in the Melita newspaper accounts of that era, was given credit for repairing cars left on the side of the roads because the driver knew very little about the new means of transportation. One article of 1909 states that an American visitor to Coulter could have been left stranded had not Rolston come to his aid and made repairs and adjustments to his car.

Although Rolston Large may not have been blessed with many worldly possessions, he did have a big Irish heart. There are many stories of how he tramped through the snow drifts in cold weather to take some of the pioneers their weekly mail, receiving in return a sincere thanks and a hot meal.

There was a time too, when Rolston saved the life of a man who had become tangled in the wheel of a threshing machine. Rolston coolly took a heavy hammer and broke enough of the large wheel, which was endangering the man's life, to free him. The victim, although badly injured and somewhat marred by the accident, was forever grateful to Rolston, who thought nothing at all of the incident, even though he himself could have been injured. It was incidents like this that made people like him and it is little wonder that he was able to get financial backing for his boat building enterprises.
Many people have asked "Why would a man build a big boat in a small village like Coulter?" The answer would probably be much the same as the one given by the man when he was asked why he wanted to climb a high mountain — it was the challenge.
After spending several weeks in the research of the boat building activities of Captain Large, I have come to the conclusion that, while the boat built in Coulter, with the help of Andy and William McKague, was not a masterpiece, it was seaworthy. Large, having little money but plenty of courage, wrecked an old C.RR. box car. The heavy plank flooring was used in the boat and some lumber taken from the inside of an old house, along with some new lumber, gave him sufficient material to build the hull and the superstructure. The boat was propelled by a large one-cylinder gasoline threshing engine attached to the belt drive-shaft of the two large side-wheel paddles. The paddle wheels were about nine feet in diameter and were made of steel. It must be remembered that electric arc and acetylene welding had not been invented in 1908, when Large made his first boat, and all metal parts were made in the forge in his little workshop. The workmanship in the pad-die wheels and other parts used in giving the boat structural strength, was the work of a man who was a master tradesman. While the superstructure lacked the professional touch of the boats built in boat building establishments, it was, nevertheless a good looking craft. It was painted white and green and her name was an indication that Captain Large, being an Irishman, was not ashamed of his "Empress of Ireland".

The boat was built not too far from the old church in Coulter and the story goes that on the lovely Sunday mornings in spring, when the minister was giving his sermon, Captain Large would start up his noisy machines and disrupt the church service. The elder of the church finally suggested to the minister that he have a little chat with Captain Large and ask him to either come to church or not operate his noisemakers during the service. The minister did call on Captain Large and when asked by some of the elders next day as to how the meeting had turned out, the minister replied, "It was the biggest mistake I have ever made. He knows more about the Bible than I do". Large, however, did not operate his machines during the service thereafter.

Then there is the story of how Captain Large kept one of his children warm in the old house in which they lived. They had an old fashioned cook stove with a high back. He fashioned a cradle out of wire and hooked it over the back above the stove, to keep the baby warm on cold winter days.

The Large family lived in the village for some time and they also lived on the high plateau overlooking the Souris and South Antler rivers. Rolston had a team of mules and used to tether them out at night. He drove two iron pipes into the ground beside the house for the purposes of tying up the mules. The two pipes are still there beside the basement of his old home.

"The Empress of Ireland" was built in 1908-9 and was launched that year on the Souris river, just below the town. There was considerable difficulty in getting the big craft to the river, according to reports, many people were present to see whether the "thing" would float or go to the bottom. One skeptic was alleged to have said, "You don't expect that thing to float, do you Rolston?" Captain Large painted a water line along the hull and the skeptic was quite surprised when the boat drew just enough water to come up to the line. He never doubted for one minute that the "Empress" would be seaworthy, and he was right.
According to the passenger tickets for the year 1910, still in the possession of Miss Margaret Elliott of Melita, the "Empress" was built to ply the Souris between Napinka and Scotia, North Dakota. How many trips were made is not known. One thing
however, still in the mind of Mr. Mallo, is that the boat was built narrow in order to pass between the piling of the C.P.R. bridge. He recalls too, that he often steered the boat while Captain Large would sing lively songs and accompany himself on the banjo, to the delight of the passengers, who had taken along their picnic baskets full of goodies, to make a day of it. Large's charming personality did indeed overshadow anything that may have been left to be desired, as far as the workmanship of the boat was concerned.
The Melita Progress reported on October 17, 1907 and September 23, 1909, that Captain Large was the proud father of another girl, and that his friends were looking for cigars.
"The Empress of Ireland" was beached in the fall of 1909. She was used in the spring of 1910 for a short time, then Rolston decided to move her to a more lucrative area. Consequently she was loaded on huge truck wheels and transported to the C.P.R. track, where she was placed on two flatcars and taken to Brandon in July. She was used as an excursion boat on the Assiniboine river during the Brandon Fair. How she was taken from the train to the river is not known, but Large's ingenuity would soon overcome any problems he may have encountered.

"The Empress" plied the Assiniboine for the balance of 1910, between Currie's Landing, east of Brandon, and Curran Park, west of the city . . .
The "Empress" was tied down for the winter in the fall of 1911, at the mouth of the Syne river. She burned to the ice that winter, and all that was left in the spring was her big boilers, the paddle wheels and a portion of the hull . . .

Captain Large found a group of men in Brandon who listened to his story about how money could be made by hauling coal down the river. The charred hull of the "Empress" was taken up the Syne behind a gasoline powerboat to Large's shop, where she was rebuilt and converted to carry coal and other cargo.

Captain Large could not bear the thought of painting "Empress of Ireland" on a coal barge, so she was renamed "Assiniboine Queen". She was used for the summer and fall of 1912 to haul coal and materials downstream to where the bridge was being built over the Assiniboine. She was caught in the late fall in the ice, and was tied up with two logging chains on the north shore, about 200' downstream from the north abutment of the bridge. The spring of 1913 brought a very severe flood and torrential rains. "The Queen" finally went to the bottom, and there she remained until the Jaycees of Brandon moved about six feet of silt and took her big paddle wheels, the engines and two logging chains which were still  good as new. The two boilers had been removed during World War I to make war machines.

After losing the "Assiniboine Queen", Captain Large and Art Mansoff opened a garage and repair shop in the Village of Waskada, where they remained until the winter of 1914. When war broke out that fall, Large went back east, where he worked in a munitions factory.
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Number ROAST BOIL STEAK from21 and22
No. 1 and 11 19 14 1 slice

No. 2 and 12 2 13 1 slice from 22
No. 3 and 13 3 1 1 slice

No. 4 and 14 4 16 1 slice

No. 5 and 15 5 17 1 slice

No. 6 and 16 6 18 1 slice

No. 7 and 17 7 15 1 slice from 21
No. 8 and 18 8 12 1 slice

No. 9 and 19 9 20 1 slice

No. 10 and 20 10 11 1 slice
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