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The Manitoba Historical Society, founded in 1879, is the oldest organization in 
Western Canada dedicated to preserving our past for future generations. For 
over 141 years, the MHS has carried out its work, amassing collections of books 
and artefacts which over time became the basis of today’s Archives of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg Public Library, and Manitoba Museum. Today, the MHS holds fast to 
the mandate of our founders, continuing their legacy of preservation, promotion, 
research, and education.

Our mandate is to:

• encourage research and publications relating to the history of Manitoba and 
Western Canada

• promote and encourage public interest in Manitoba and Canadian history 

• foster the preservation of property relating to the history of Manitoba 

• assist in the work of local historical societies in furthering the objectives of 
the Society throughout Manitoba

Cover: The graceful curving arches of this “bowstring” bridge over the Crystal Creek, near 
the town of Crystal City in the Municipality of Louise, were constructed 100 years ago, 
between 1919 and 1920, by the Winnipeg-based construction firm of Alex Gall & Company. 
They used a plan provided by provincial road engineers. The bridge was built at a cost of 
$12,049, or about $154,000 in today’s money.

Photo credit: Gordon Goldsborough

Manitoba Historical Society

Manitoba Historical Society 
710A - 1 Lombard Place 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 0X3 
204-947-0559 
info@mhs.mb.ca 
www.mhs.mb.ca



Annual Report 2019-2020

Manitoba Historical Society 1

Executive & Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2

Annual General Meeting 2018-2019 Minutes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3

President’s Report  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

CEO’s Report  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

Nominating Committee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9

Historic Preservation Committee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9

Lieutenant Governor’s Award 
for Historical Preservation and Promotion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10

Centennial Business & Organization Awards  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11

Membership Committee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12

Programs Committee   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .13

Publications Committee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .13

Centennial Farms Committee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18

Treasurer’s Report  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

Table of Contents



Annual Report 2019-2020

2 Manitoba Historical Society

Executive & Council

 Council 

2017-2020  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Wayne Arseny
 Robert Coutts
 Charles Huband
 Heather Richardson
 Carol Scott

2018-2021  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jim Ingebrigtsen
 Bruce Jamieson
 Kevin Lamoureux (resigned September 2019)
 Dwight MacAulay
 Delores Wallbridge (resigned May 2020)

2019-2022  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Christian Cassidy
 Dan Furlan
 Ross Metcalfe
 Robert O’Kell

Executive
Gordon Goldsborough   .  .  .  .  .  .President

Alan Player-Mason  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Past-President (resigned January 2020)

Gary McEwen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Past-President (from January 2020)

Peter Bjornson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Vice-President

Habtom Tedla  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Treasurer

Carl James  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Secretary

Sarah Ramsden   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Member at Large

Bashir Khan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Member at Large

Administrative Officer
Tracey Turner

The Manitoba Historical Society Executive and Council extend their sincere thanks to all 
members, volunteers, contributors, and staff for their continued support and dedication .
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AGM 2018-2019 Minutes
25 June 2019, 7:00 PM 
Rady Jewish Centre, 123 Doncaster Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Present: Gary McEwen, Sarah Ramsden, Carol Scott, Wayne Arseny, Don Machnee, Gordon 
Goldsborough, Bruce Jamieson, Carl James, Peter Bjornson, Gina German, Marjorie Dann, James 
Popplow, Brenda Belmonte, Rey Paktakhan, Denise Kolesar, Anne MacVicar, Susan Rosenberg, Ross 
Metcalfe, Victor Cuarto, Irene Legg, Hilda Wagstaffe, Judy McPherson, Barry McPherson, Charles 
Huband, Sam Crampton, Dennis Butcher, Alan Player-Mason, Delores Wallbridge, Mary Lynn 
Duckworth, John Lehr, Ed Ledohowski, Habtom Tedla, Senaka Samarsinghe, David Stones, Harry 
Duckworth, Jo-Anne Drewniak, Robert Coutts, Jim Ingebrigtsen, Bashir Khan, Christian Cassidy, 
Maria Zbigniewicz

President’s Report: Alan Player-Mason commented on the effectiveness of the e-newsletter Manitoba 
History Alive created by Tracey Turner which has enabled the membership to be kept up to date on 
MHS news, activities and events . Alan also highlighted the success of the MHS bus tours as well 
the connection of the MHS with the Peguis First Nation made possible by council member Delores 
Wallbridge for future activities . 

Historic Preservation Committee Report: In addition to the committee report, Gordon Goldsborough noted 
that there are now 7,320 places on the historic sites mapping project and a backlog of more than 800 to be 
added . Also work continues the historic pictures of towns project which shows photograph of Manitoba 
communities then and now . Motion to approve the report by Gordon Goldsborough, seconded by David 
Finnbogason . Carried .

Lieutenant-Governor’s Awards Report: Gordon Goldsborough noted that 45 individuals have been recipients 
of the award over the past nine years . There has been discussion as to whether professional archivists, 
curators etc . should be eligible for the award versus those persons who are volunteers only . Also under 
discussion is as to whether nominators and writers of letters of support she be anonymous . Motion to 
approve the report by Gordon Goldsborough, seconded by Charles Huband . Carried . After the motion, 
Harry Duckworth suggested should professionals become eligible for the L-G Awards, but there should 
be no more than one professional recipient each year .

Publications Committee Report: In addition to submitted report, Bob Coutts recognized the work of the 
volunteers who make the Manitoba History journal possible . Bob also spoke of the internship program 
that was made possible because of the support of The Winnipeg Foundation, the University of Manitoba 
and St . John’s College . Bob Coutts talked about the opportunity to expand content of the society’s 
journal Manitoba History into a pan-prairie publication that would include both scholarly and popular 
articles from Saskatchewan and Alberta . Bob has been in contact with western historical groups and 
writers and has received very positive feed back . Gordon Goldsborough spoke to the question of use 
of materials from the MHS in other publications . Gordon feels that there needs to be improvements 
to the terms and conditions for use of content from the MHS website . Gordon cited the case of a local 
photographer who lost a court case regarding use of his pictures in a publication . Motion to accept the 
Publications Committee report by Gordon Goldsborough, seconded by Gary McEwen . Carried .

Centennial Farms Committee Report: A motion to accept the report as submitted made by Anne MacVicar, 
seconded by Gordon Goldsborough . Carried .
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President’s Report

Program Committee Report: In addition to the submitted report, Carl James mentioned that the committee 
was working on a lecture series as well as dinner events and potential bus tours for the year ahead . 
Motion by Carl James to accept the report as submitted, Seconded by Charles Huband . Carried .

Treasurer’s Report: Dave Finnbogason commented on a few items in the financial statements. While 
the society showed a loss of $18,970 for the year ended 31 March 2019, a year-on-year comparison with 
the previous is skewed by several factors . A decline in donations was offset by a reduction in salaries, 
Ross House revenues and expenses as well as the Seven Oaks project are not in the past year’s figures, 
and there were several timing issues as to the recording of when grants were actually received and 
when the expenses of an edition of the Manitoba History journal were incurred . Dave pointed out that 
the value of the two MHS funds managed by The Winnipeg Foundation have recovered from the 
December 2018 market correction and stood at $136,819 at year end . Harry Duckworth asked for Dave 
Finnbogason’s opinion as to the society’s financial future. Dave responded by saying that the society in 
a good financial position and the two funds with The Winnipeg Foundation are well managed. Dave 
felt that membership fees have not been increased for several years and that the membership categories 
should be reconsidered . Dave also felt that the many restricted accounts of which some have been idle 
for years need to be reviewed . Also the costs of producing the Manitoba History journal need to be better 
understood . In response to the issue of the journal costs Bob Coutts spoke of the need to move electronic 
distribution of the journal which would significantly reduce these costs. Gary McEwen made a motion 
to accept the report and to thank Dave Finnbogason for his years as treasurer for the MHS . Seconded by 
Jock Lehr . Carried .

Adjournment at 8:13 PM . After the meeting, Bashir Khan gave a presentation on the treaty medals 
presented to chiefs at the signing of the treaties .

Over the past several years, the focus of the MHS has moved consciously away from the day-to-day 
demands of a couple of museums in Winnipeg toward public education, via the delivery of factual, 
unbiased information about Manitoba’s past . By publishing an outstanding journal, conferring awards 
for longevity and excellence, and building a comprehensive website, I believe the MHS is better meeting 
the needs of today and tomorrow . Increasingly, the MHS is seen by journalists and the general public 
as an authoritative source to which they can turn for assistance and advice . In time, the MHS will be 
perceived widely as an organization for anyone interested in knowing more about this great province .

In my nearly 20 years of active involvement with the MHS, during which I have held several 
administrative positions, I have witnessed this remarkable transformation . I have long argued that 
the MHS has an obligation to represent historical interests of the entire province, not just the City of 
Winnipeg, and I am pleased to see that it is moving in this direction . Having served as MHS President 
from 2004 to 2006, I was well aware of the challenges facing the organization when I resumed the 
presidency a year ago . But I also knew that I had the ability to move it forward in a positive way . My 
style of leadership is collaborative and I readily share decision-making with the executive, council, and 
staff . I contend that a collaborative approach only works when there is excellent communication . That’s 
why I am readily accessible by phone (204-782-8829) and email (gordon@mhs .mb .ca) . I encourage 
everyone to contact me, and assure them that they will receive a prompt (and hopefully helpful) 
response .

I have long maintained that the MHS “punches far above its weight” in its service to Manitobans . This 
is due, in no small part, to the dedicated work of our CEO Tracey Turner—our only paid staff person—
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who accomplishes so much on a daily basis . It is also important to note that our many good works 
would be far fewer if not for our dedicated members and volunteers. I gratefully acknowledge the fine 
people of our executive committee and council, listed earlier in this report . Also worthy of recognition 
are many other people who share freely of their time and expertise in a myriad of ways . They include, 
over the past year, the following: Chris Adams, Susan Algie, Ed Arndt, Jim Arnett, Kerrin Asmundson, 
Clara Bachmann, Dale Barbour, Stan Barclay, Dianne Beaven, Marjan Beck, Darren Bernhardt, Oliver 
Bernuetz, Heather Bertnick, Matt Bialek, Janice Binmore, Charley Bird, Bill Blaikie, Jim Blanchard, Lisa 
Boland, Joel Bouchard, Tolly Bradford, Monique Brandt, Ernie Braun, Lois Braun, Lyle Brennen, Louis-
Philippe Bujold, Natalie Bull, John Burchill, Jim Burns, Moe Butler, Lindsey Bylo, Ken Carbone, Stan 
Carbone, Dave Carr, Sarah Carter, Ingrid Cazakoff, Wayne Chan, Alfred Chorney, Otto Christensen, 
Neil Christoffersen, Lorna Clark, Nicole Courrier, Andrew Cunningham, Sterling Demchinsky, 
Markus Derrer, Eric De Schepper, Leona Devuyst, Linda Dietrick, John Dietz, Harry Duckworth, Dave 
Ennis, Kristin Enns-Kavanagh, Doug Evans, John Everitt, Dave Ford, Mike Forster, Gerrie Friesen, 
Jim Fryza, Kate Gameiro, Lynn Gidluck, Stefanie Goldsborough, Andy Golebioski, Ralph Groening, 
Sheila Grover, Christine Hanlon, Erin Harley, Stuart Hay, Christy Henry, Robert Hill, Darryl Holyk, 
Katrina Howick, Brian Hubner, Manny Jacob, Ken Jacobs, Ken Jakeman, Stephanie Jeanes, Esyllt Jones, 
Violet Joss, Thibault Jourdan, Carey Kehler, Nadia Kidwai, Frieda Klippenstein, Denise Kolesar, Valerie 
Korinek, Frank Korvemaker, James Kostuchuk, Chris Kotecki, Lenore Kowalchuk, Nathan Kramer, Ken 
Kristjanson, Rose Kuzina, Bruce Ladan, Myrna Layton, Ed Ledohowski, Jock Lehr, Suzanne Lemon, 
Anne Lindsay, Mike Lisowski, Christine Loff, Brett Lougheed, Connor Macfarlane, Pat Machmer, Don 
Machnee, James Manishen, Joe Martin, Gord McBean, Janice McClelland, Gordon McDiarmid, Rob 
McInnes, Ralph McLean, Tom McMahon, Jean McManus, Gordon Menzies, Pat Miles, Erin Millions, 
Tom Mitchell, Jim Mochoruk, Shannon Moneo, Elaine Morrison, Jim Naylor, Alice Neufeld, Paul 
Newsome, Barbara O’Shea, Bruce Owen, Michael Parke-Taylor, Mike Payne, Butch Pearson, George 
Penner, John Perrin, Adele Perry, Gail Perry, Murray Peterson, Tyyne Petrowski, Alan Pollard, Bernice 
Rivers, Ian Robson, Gloria Romaniuk, Pete Ryan, Denis Sabourin, Roland Sawatzky, Leone Sigurdson, 
Sharon Simms, Elliot Sims, Gail Singleton, Jeff Slade, Jim Smith, Keith Smith, Nicola Spasoff, Lynn 
Star, Lorraine Stevenson, Ken Storie, Murray Stow, Pat Stowe, Lewis Stubbs, Shelley Sweeney, Corinne 
Tellier, Pat Thiessen, Greg Thomas, Chris Thompson, Al Thorleifson, Holly Thorne, Darryl Toews, 
Cindy Tugwell, Morgan Turney, Lisa Vermette, Bill Waiser, Vicki Wallace, Elise Watchorn, Chris 
Wiebe, Rick Wishart, Anthony Wlock, Jason Woloski, Robyn Woodcock, Dorothy Young, and Maria 
Zbigniewicz . If I have omitted anyone—and I undoubtedly have—please accept my humble apologies 
and sincere thanks .

One of our biggest accomplishments of the past year was the launch of a new journal, Prairie History, 
to replace Manitoba History . The premise is that, as other historical journals in the West have stopped 
publication, we saw an opportunity to expand the geographic mandate of the journal to include 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and the American borderlands . Chief Editor Bob Coutts talks about the new 
journal elsewhere in this report so I will only add that I am confident it will uphold the high standards of 
its predecessor . With a new and more diverse editorial team and input from an advisory board of noted 
historians from across Canada, it will be even better . With its unique model combining scholarly and 
popular articles, I think that Prairie History is poised to become the best historical journal in Canada .

As a corollary to the transition in our journal’s name and coverage, we expect that copies will be 
spreading farther and wider so, as a result, we think it is time to revisit the way that people obtain it . 
In the past, a journal subscription was a benefit of MHS membership. A proposal to be considered by 
the membership at this year’s Annual General Meeting would reverse this connection by introducing 
a journal subscription that includes MHS membership . The rationale for the change is described in 
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a document to be distributed prior to the meeting . It also proposes the separation of paper and digital 
subscriptions to allow people to receive the journal in whatever format they prefer, acknowledging that 
a larger number of people are now comfortable reading on a digital device, and this proportion is only 
going to grow in the future . To enable people to purchase a subscription to Prairie History quickly and 
efficiently, and to check the status of their subscription to ensure no interruption, we are developing—
with the assistance of tech guru Alan Pollard—a membership portal for the MHS website . The portal is 
being tested now and we anticipate it will be ready for full deployment soon .

Also on the horizon is a Manitoba Heritage Summit planned for 1 October 2020 at the Millennium 
Centre in downtown Winnipeg (and livestreamed online for those unable to join us in person), in which 
the MHS is taking a leading role. With financial support from a Manitoba Heritage Grant, and active 
involvement from our colleagues in the other Provincial Heritage Agencies (PHAs; Association for 
Manitoba Archives, Association of Manitoba Museums, Heritage Winnipeg, Jewish Heritage Centre 
of Western Canada, La Société historique de Saint-Boniface, Manitoba Archaeological Society, and 
Manitoba Genealogical Society), we believe the Summit will provide the first opportunity in at least a 
generation to bring together all heritage-minded people from across the province . Its objectives are four-
fold: 1) identify common themes among PHAs relating to heritage and history in Manitoba, 2) identify 
present and future opportunities and challenges that will be beneficial for the delivery of heritage-related 
programs and the management of heritage resources around Manitoba, 3) foster improved collaboration 
and communication between PHAs and smaller heritage facilities around the province, and 4) prepare 
a White Paper on the state of heritage in Manitoba and its development over the next 10 to 20 years, 
toward a long-term vision for Manitoba’s 200th anniversary in 2070 . MHS members can look forward to 
receiving an invitation to attend the Heritage Summit in the coming weeks .

Finally, I must acknowledge that events of the past three months have had an impact on the MHS . 
Nobody could have predicted a few short months ago the many profound ways that the coronavirus 
pandemic would change the course of our lives . However, I am pleased to report that it has had at least 
two positive consequences . First, the MHS has embraced communications technology to enable live, 
video conferencing with many people simultaneously—including at this year’s Annual General Meeting . 
I anticipate this change will persist long after life has returned to normal because the technology allows 
the MHS to fulfill its mandate as the provincial historical society . In the past, it was far too easy to 
provide MHS member benefits mainly to those within a short drive of Winnipeg. Going forward, this 
technology will provide a means to offer programs, meetings, consultations, and other MHS services 
all over Manitoba and beyond . I hope, in time, to engage people from around the province on the MHS 
Council, and look forward to their active participation in ways that do not obligate them to spend 
hours on the road . Another way that the pandemic has led us to innovate is the recent development of 
the MHS’ YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/c/ManitobaHistoricalSociety) . Although we created the 
channel a few years ago, it had not been used to its full potential . In the past two months, I am proud 
to say that several excellent video presentations have been uploaded to the channel, with more to come 
over the next few months . Among the videos is the series “Hidden Manitoba” that I have made in 
collaboration with Brandon filmmakers Graham Street and Shaun Cameron. Anyone with suggestions 
on further development of the YouTube channel is encouraged to contact me .

I will close by saying that the past year has been a busy one for the MHS—with many noteworthy 
accomplishments—and there is every reason to think that the upcoming year will be even better, as we 
belatedly commemorate the 150th anniversary of Manitoba’s entry into Confederation in 2021 .

Gordon Goldsborough
President
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CEO’s Report
It has been my pleasure to work and serve the MHS this past year . With a focus on increased 
communication via our e-newsletter, Manitoba History Alive, consistent social media outreach on various 
platforms, program and event updates , and membership and donor recognition, the office has been 
successfully connecting and sharing content widely. The success of this past year’s field trip programs 
was notable, and great communication sold out the field trip programs weeks from their posting. The 
profile of this organization as well as its capacity to educate and share its website resources, and journals, 
Manitoba History and Prairie History grew with increases in membership, publication circulation, and 
social and digital media outreach. With prompt attention to membership lapses, efficient renewal 
processes, as well as open marketing of our assets, our membership has grown by 28% and is now 
approaching nearly 500 active members in good standing since December 2019 .

One of the highlights of this year was the launch of the new journal, Prairie History . Issue #1 was 
launched on 8 March 2020 at McNally Robinson Booksellers to standing-room-only attendance by the 
public, and members . This well-attended event was widely shared via our newsletter Manitoba History 
Alive, and on all social media platforms . I was onsite to process new memberships using a Square reader, 
and we gained over 25 new members at that event . 

One of my main focuses throughout this year has been to promote and increase awareness about the 
value and scope of our website, resources, and primary assets . Through the e-newsletter and our social 
media, I promote materials as the website is constantly being updated with a wide variety of historical 
resources and information drawn from our publications, including unique documents and articles, 
biographies, historic sites, lists of award recipients, and information about our programs . Our website 
is a constantly growing digital archive, which is an incredible resource of information about Manitoba 
history and one of our primary assets . This asset not only services our membership but is used broadly 
and cited as a reliable source by the public, scholars, government, and the media . 

One of tasks as CEO is to work on identifying and improving our assets . Through meetings between 
Gordon Goldsborough and Alan Pollard, we have been working on the plans to develop and initialize an 
online membership portal to further enhance public access and membership services in a more efficient 
manner . Our goal is to deliver better membership service and negate and remove some of the issues that 
the MHS has faced around lapses in membership and the resulting loss of revenue this creates . We have 
been reviewing and considering changes to the website, to enhance the template, appearance, and content 
to better serve the membership and website visitors . 

I was pleased to facilitate and collaborate with Rick Frost (WF), Sarah Ramsden (MHS), Gordon 
Goldsborough (MHS), and Courtney Feldman (WF), and the Manitoba Government on the 
MHS’s application to the Manitoba Heritage Trust Program with The Winnipeg Foundation for 
the establishment of an endowment fund . On 12 May 2020, The Winnipeg Foundation announced a 
collaboration with the Manitoba Government to support the MHS with the creation of the Manitoba 
Heritage Trust Program Fund, “recognizing the MHS’s efforts and commitment to preserving 
Manitoba’s history” . The paperwork, agreement  and contracts for the MHTP fund were all completed 
prior to Manitoba Day. The $170,000 flowed from The Winnipeg Foundation which initiated stretch 
funding from the Manitoba government and the Carolyn Sifton Foundation and was announced on 
Manitoba Day . 

This year has been a year like no other as we saw the evolution of the coronavirus pandemic, and how it 
has severely impacted arts, heritage, and culture organizations worldwide . The MHS is not immune to 
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this, as our fieldtrips, dinner programs, and awards ceremonies were not able to go forward as typically 
they do in spring, summer, and fall . However, the MHS has evolved during the pandemic, as we have 
adapted to more digital ways of communicating. All office procedures have been adapted to work from 
a home office environment, maintaining a contactless provision of membership services. Meetings 
have been moved to video conferencing or phone-in conferencing using Zoom. No office processes or 
membership services have been impacted and Prairie History continues to be set for publication of issue 
#2, with a summer issue .  

As we all were encouraged to stay home it became more imperative to reach out virtually to the public 
and membership as our organization continues to fulfill its function and its mandate. Considering the 
current situation, we have been implementing several priorities and programs to address this. The first 
is the MHS YouTube channel presentation series . This series began in May and will continue twice 
monthly to the end of 2020 and are posted to the YouTube channel . Secondly, through new website 
content, the MHS currently is constantly generating new website content via our remote volunteers 
which includes Manitoba Historic Sites entries; Memorable Manitoban entries; Manitoba History back 
issues uploaded; and local history book digitization. And finally, through enhanced social media, the 
MHS has been communicating using Twitter, Facebook, e-newsletter, and Instagram with much-
increased frequency . Our organization has placed an imperative on communication and conversations 
via social media to share our Manitoba stories about people, places, sites, and scholarship . 

This year saw the creation of two new fundraising initiatives, at Christmas and Spring . The Christmas 
Fundraiser postcard campaign, whereby a Christmas postcard was designed, prepared, and mailed 
out prior to Christmas, with a donation request on its flipside. This donation was also repeated in our 
Manitoba History Alive e-newsletter . I believe this postcard Christmas campaign accomplished two 
principle tasks . To communicate with our membership and wish them well during the holidays . While 
secondly, to acknowledge the need for donations to our membership, and let them know how they 
can donate, that it is tax deductible, and that it is easy to do . We have planted the seed of an idea that 
giving to the MHS is something that is appreciated and that it makes a difference . Donations received 
following mailing between December 19 – January 9, 2020 are as follows: revenue $2,155, expenses $463, 
and net revenue $1,692 .

This year we collaborated with Glenlea Greenhouses with a spring fundraiser campaign by preselling 
flowers, flowering baskets, vegetable plants, and gift cards (redeemable at St. Norbert Market or the 
Glenlea Greenhouse) where 15% of the sold product was donated to the MHS. Orders were finalized by 
1 May, with the delivery day on 31 May, and orders were picked up at Executive member Gary McEwen’s 
yard. This was a new idea for the MHS, and while our profit was small this year, this is a fundraiser that 
I feel we can really build on in the future . By referring friends, family, colleagues, and other members, 
you can support a local greenhouse and help fundraise for the MHS . I am currently investigating 
a Christmas wreath/Poinsettia fundraiser for this upcoming fall season so stay tuned . The spring 
greenhouse campaign generated a profit of $115 on sales of $843.

Finally, I have enjoyed participating in the in person and now Zoom meetings, in planning, and 
fundraising for a new initiative alongside Gordon Goldsborough as the MHS is playing a leadership 
role as one of eight Provincial Heritage Agencies in planning and holding a Manitoba Heritage Summit 
on 1 October 2020 . As the marketing/fundraising and communications coordinator for this event, I am 
energized to be part of the change where heritage organizations are sharing, and gaining momentum 
together, to become a more united voice on the state of heritage in Manitoba .

Tracey Turner
Chief Executive Officer
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Nominating Committee
The committee was composed of Council members Christian Cassidy, Bob O’Kell, and Dwight 
MacAulay, and Executive members Bashir Khan and Past President Gary McEwen (Chair) .
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the committee honoured government-sanctioned guidelines of social 
distancing by conducting all business via email . To ensure transparency, emails were copied to President 
Gordon Goldsborough, Secretary Carl James, and Chief Executive Officer Tracy Turner.

The Nominating Committee recommends that the following members be confirmed by the Annual 
General Meeting and beyond as designated . 

Executive President  Gordon Goldsborough
 Past President  Gary McEwen
 Vice President  Peter Bjornson
 Treasurer  Habtom Tedla
 Secretary  Carl James
 Members-at-Large Dan Furlan and Bashir Khan

Officers of the MHS shall take office immediately following their election by the members or 
appointment and shall hold office until the next annual meeting or until successors have been duly 
elected or appointed by Council . (Article 7 .02)  

Council Wayne Arseny (2023) Christian Cassidy (2022) Bob Coutts (2023)
 Harry Duckworth (2023) Charles Huband (2023) Jim Ingebrigtsen (2021)
 Bruce Jamieson (2021) Dwight MacAulay (2021) Ross Metcalfe (2022)
 Bob O’Kell (2023) Sarah Ramsden (2023) Heather Richardson (2023)
 Carol Scott (2023) Holly Thorne (2023)  

	y Council members “... shall hold office for a term of three (3) years....” (Article 8.06)  

	y Members of the Executive and Council may be renominated for an additional term . (Article 11 .03)

	y Any elected Council member who fails to attend three or more consecutive meetings of Council 
without reasonable cause may be removed by a simple majority vote of Council members, at a regular 
meeting of Council . (Article 8 .07)

Gary McEwen
Chair

Historic Preservation Committee
The committee consists of Wayne Arseny, Gordon Goldsborough, and James Kostuchuk . It had two 
ongoing projects in 2019-2020:

1 . A collaborative project on grain elevators with The Manitoba Cooperator, a weekly agricultural 
newspaper distributed to most farmers in the province, is continuing . The purpose of the project 
is to preserve the legacy of these disappearing prairie icons by sharing information . Each week, a 
photograph and brief description of an elevator—existing or gone—is published in The Manitoba 
Cooperator and readers are encouraged to visit a page on the MHS website (www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/
thisoldelevator.shtml) or leave a phone message where they can provide information on any elevator 
with which they are familiar . To date, we have featured 233 elevators in the series, of which 94 are 
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Lieutenant Governor’s Award for 
Historical Preservation and Promotion
This award program was established in 2011 by the Honourable Philip Lee to recognize Manitobans who 
had rendered prolonged, meritorious service regarding the province’s historical resources . Each year, on a 
date near Manitoba Day, five people have been recognized at a ceremony at Government House. Forty-
five people have received awards between 2011 and 2019, listed on the MHS website at www.mhs.mb.ca/
docs/people/lgaward.shtml .

By a deadline of 28 February 2020, the MHS received a 22 nominations for consideration . 
Recommendations to Her Honour are based solely on the quality of the work done by the nominees, not 
on their geographic location or gender . The committee had considerable discussion on whether or not 
professionals should be considered for the award . As in past years, we decided that only in cases where 
there was clear evidence of service above and beyond the expectations of routine employment would 
professionals (e .g ., academic historians, civil servants) be recommended for an award .

Evaluation of the 2020 nominations was done by a committee consisting of the consisting of the MHS 
President (Gordon Goldsborough) and Past President (Gary McEwen), and three present or past 

existing and 139 are gone . A “Grain Elevator Countdown” feature on the MHS website provides a 
running tally of the number of surviving elevators (www.mhs.mb.ca/countdown) .

For Canada Historic Places Day (6 July 2019), motivated by the National Trust for Canada that 
identifies buildings and other structures around the country that are at risk “due to neglect, lack of 
funding, inappropriate development or weak legislation,” we announced a list of ten endangered 
structures in Manitoba, as follows in chronological order:

York Factory Depot Building (Northern Manitoba), 1830s

Kennedy House (RM of St . Andrews), 1860s

Elva Grain Elevator (RM of Two Borders), 1897

Leary Brickworks (RM of Lorne), 1901

Rapid City Consolidated School (RM of Oakview), 1902

Ninette Sanatorium (RM of Prairie Lakes), 1909

A . E . McKenzie Building (Brandon), 1910

Rubin Block (Winnipeg), 1914

Concrete Bowstring Arch Bridge No . 778 (Municipality of Ste . Rose), 1921

2 . Since June 2015, I have represented the MHS on a series entitled “Abandoned Manitoba” on CBC 
Radio One’s “Weekend Morning Show .” There have been 229 such episodes to date . The purpose 
is to profile interesting (and often abandoned) sites around Manitoba, using information collected 
during our ongoing Historic Sites of Manitoba project . Past episodes for the series are archived on 
the MHS website (www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/abandoned.shtml) and they are recapped on the MHS 
Facebook group (www.facebook.com/groups/manitobahistory) and Twitter feed (https://twitter.com/
manitobahistory) .

Gordon Goldsborough 
Chair
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members of the MHS Council (Christian Cassidy, Jim Ingebrigtsen, John Lehr, Carol Scott) . After 
reviewing all nominations, each person prepared a short-list and a meeting was held to discuss in depth 
the relative merits of each nominee .

Based on our discussion, the committee recommended five people to Lieutenant Governor Janice Filmon. 
Unfortunately, owing to the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic shortly after our meeting, the 
presentation ceremony in May was cancelled . It will be rescheduled when circumstances improve but no 
earlier than Fall 2020 . Consesquently, no announcement of award recipients can be made at this time .

Centennial Business & Organization Awards

The committee members were Bruce Jamieson, Dwight MacAulay, Ross Metcalfe, and Dan Furlan .

The Centennial Business and Organizational Awards Program is provided to foster public awareness 
of our province’s heritage; to encourage pride in companies and organizations that have contributed 
to Manitoba’s history, and continue to contribute today; and to celebrate the enduring excellence of 
Manitoba businesses and organizations that have operated for more than 100 years .

Having a full committee is enabling us to further update eligible candidates for the Awards from the 
MHS website, research and contact additional candidates for the awards, increase activity for further 
follow up with potential candidates, required in some cases, and update tracking and reporting of Awards 
applied for, in process, and completed .

While the coronavirus pandemic prevented regular meetings, ongoing activity has resulted in additional 
nominees being contacted, approved and in process to receive their awards when feasible .

Award Status Number Business Org Planning Notes

Approved 8 1 7 two presentations in planning
Pending 2 1 1 approval being finalized
Being followed up 6 2 4 reconnecting following pandemic
Being contacted 2 2 0
Totals 18 6 12

The Committee has noted that,

1 . An increasing number of businesses and organizations are eligible for the award, especially schools . 
Each award presentation is an opportunity to promote membership and support for MHS . In 
particular, with the business community and with the many schools who qualify . In collaboration 
with the Membership Committee, a plan is developing to hopefully engage principals, teachers, and 
students to build memberships . 

2 . The Committee is also updating the sponsorship initiative developed a number of years ago to seek 
sponsorships for the awards and minimize costs to MHS . 

3 . The Committee is tracking potential candidates for future awards, such as The Winnipeg Foundation 
which will reach its 100-year mark in 2021 .

The MHS website lists all business and organization awards . Within each list, those with their date of 
origin included have received their awards, and those without dates are potential honorees .

Dan Furlan
Chair
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Membership Committee
Committee members are Wayne Arseny, Gary McEwen, Christian Cassidy, Jim Ingebrigsten, and Dan 
Furlan .

To support the mandate and objectives of MHS, the Committee is continuing the situation analysis to 
initiate ideas and opportunities in an action plan to most effectively engage current MHS members, and 
attract and engage a wider range of new members for MHS .

The new Membership Committee held preliminary meetings in late 2019, with its first full meeting in 
Morris on 15 January 2020 . The next full meeting was 12 March, the pandemic prevented further meetings 
until some of the Committee were able to meet on 4 June .

Initial discussions addressed,

	y Supporting the mandate of MHS

	y Effectively promoting public awareness of MHS activities, events, services, and other contributions 
to the community . For example, Jim Ingebrigtsen was successful in initiating a weekly Manitoba 150 
historic article from MHS in the Saturday editions of the Winnipeg Free Press .

	y Developing an effective “value statement” for membership given that the public already has free 
access to extensive resources through the MHS website .

	y Developing membership initiatives to appeal to new members in a range of ages, interests, and groups . 

	y Conducting a SWOT (Strengths-Weaknesses-Opportunities-Threats) analysis to aid practical 
priority setting, planning and coordination .

	y Assessing new ways to successfully engage individuals and groups through social media, on-line 
services, and other innovations .

	y Practical priority setting to assess and initiate feasible short term and longer-term actions,

A Short-term (1-6 months) actions that are both feasible and wise to proceed with now,

B Mid-term (6-12 months) more complex actions requiring further study, planning, resources, 
collaboration, approvals, and coordination,

C Longer term (1-5+ years) strategic actions requiring longer term commitment and planning

	y A review of Membership fees and categories . (This item was subsequently addressed at Council .)

Beyond the current benefits of MHS membership, the Committee is addressing a wider range of ideas 
to engage current and potential members, which may involve a member survey to identify interests and 
opportunities . In short, to provide “value” for MHS Members as they see it .

Gary McEwen and Dan Furlan are developing a strategy to engage students through schools and other 
avenues . Consultations are being held with key MHS members plus other individuals and organizations 
to assess opportunities and ideas for successful strategies . In addition, connections are being developed 
with university history student associations .

Christian Cassidy has noted a number of technology opportunities, such as engaging as members, many 
of the over 5,000 individuals who interact on the MHS Facebook group . Within our new environment 
we wish to assess strategies to connect with a wider range of people .
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Jim Ingebrigsten has raised a number of ideas and opportunities which are being initiated in 
collaboration with Tracey Turner, such as CJNU radio .

Wayne Arseny is identifying groups of “history enthusiasts” or communities of interest who could be 
more effectively engaged . (e .g ., collectors, etc) .

In addition to the above noted initiatives, recommendations are being developed for a membership 
survey, reviewing membership related links with an updated MHS Strategic Plan, a membership 
marketing plan within a longer-term strategy, and coordination with other MHS committees .

Dan Furlan
Chair

Programs Committee
The year began with the annual multicultural dinner in April in partnership with Winnipeg’s South 
Sudanese community . The dinner was held at the South Sudanese Community Centre and featured 
traditional food and  dancing as well as a guest speaker . In September the St . Vital Museum hosted an 
afternoon presentation by author and historian Jim Blanchard who spoke on conscientious objectors in 
the First World War . In February, MHS members and friends got a tour of Jim’s Vintage Garages in 
Headingley which features an extensive collection of items from the retail petroleum industry/service 
station from the early 20th century to the late 1960s . The annual fund raising dinner originally planned for 
March has been rescheduled to September 19 because the covid 19 virus .

The Program Committee organized three full-day field trips in 2019. In June, a full-day trip organized 
in conjunction with the St . Francois Xavier Historical Society, and led by Keven Van Camp, visited 
sites along the west side of the Interlake region including Ashern, Steep Rock, and the Fairford Dam . 
Peguis and Fisher River First Nations were the destinations for the second trip which focused on Peguis 
Treaty Days, and its associated Pow-Wow which featured dance contests and colourful costumes .  The 
journey to and from Peguis featured a landscape interpretation by historian Ed Ledohowski. The final 
trip examined the flood history of the Red River Valley south of Winnipeg in the morning and the 
settlement history of the Emerson-Tolstoi area in the afternoon.  The first portion of the trip was guided 
by retired University of Winnipeg hydrologist Dr . Bill Rannie; the afternoon portion by MHS Board 
member and former mayor of Emerson, Wayne Arseny . All three trips were fully subscribed .

Carl James 
Chair

Publications Committee
The Publications Committee is responsible for production of the Prairie History journal and the MHS 
online presence: website and social media .

In 2019 the MHS Executive and Council decided to replace their long running journal Manitoba History 
with the new journal Prairie History which will contain pan-prairie historical material as well as articles 
from Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and the northern US borderlands . Prairie History will be 
marketed across the west . Editors for the new journal are now located in Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, 
and Grand Forks . The new journal accomplishes three things: it places Manitoba’s past within a 
broader historical and western context, it potentially increases our readership, and expands our pool of 
contributors .
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The last two issues of Manitoba History were published in 2019 and included issues 89 and 90 . They 
contained scholarly articles, popular articles, book and exhibit reviews. The first issue of Prairie History 
was published at the end of February 2020 .

Manitoba History 89

Doomed to Failure: The Jewish Farm Colony of Hirsch, Saskatchewan by John C . Lehr

The Manitoba Settlements at St . Daniel and the Boyne, 1871-1901 by Alan B . McCullough

50 Years of bolers by Thomas L . McMahon

The Burial Legend of Sam Steele by Kevin D . Bell

A ‘Test’ for the Survivors in the Exhibit In Flanders Fields: How We Remember by Jeden O . 
Tolentino

Book Review: Karen Routledge, Do You See Ice? Inuit and Americans at Home and Away by Margaret 
Bertulli

Book Review: Gordon Goldsborough, More Abandoned Manitoba: Rivers, Rails, and Ruins by Ernest N . 
Braun

Book Review: Catherine Carstairs, Bethany Philpott and Sara Wilmshurst, Be Wise! Be Healthy! 
Morality and Citizenship in Canadian Public Health by Kathleen A . Klippenstein

Book Review: Jennifer S . H . Brown, An Ethnohistorian in Rupert’s Land; Unfinished Conversations by 
Gwyn Langemann

Book Review: Jennifer S . H . Brown (ed . & intro), Ojibwe Stories from the Upper Berens River: A. Irving 
Hallowell and Adam Bigmouth in Conversation by Cary Miller

Book Review: Kristine Alexander, Guiding Modern Girls: Girlhood, Empire, and Internationalism in the 
1920s and 1930s by Anne Morton

Book Review: Arthur J . Ray (ed .), Life and Death by the Frozen Sea: The York Fort Journals of Hudson’s 
Bay Company Governor James Knight, 1714-1717 by Michael Payne

Manitoba History 90

Louis Riel’s Romantic Interests by Glen Campbell and Tom Flanagan

Appendix: Did Louis Riel Father a Son by Marie-Julie Guernon? by Tom Flanagan

Fault Lines: Race and Gender in the Fur Trade Family of Alexander Ross by Margaret Schultz

The WSO and The Guess Who: Winnipeg Makes Musical History by Myrna Layton

Grandma’s House: Memories of Elphinstone by Shannon Moneo

When the City Stood Still: The Iconography of Dissent in the Winnipeg General Strike by Wayne 
Chan

Jens Munk’s Journey, A 400-Year Commemoration by Otto Christensen

Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada Marks a Century by Kate MacFarlane

Designs for the Little Theatre: Lionel LeMoine FitzGerald and the Community Players of Winnipeg 
by Michael Parke-Taylor

Exhibit Review: Strike 1919: A City Divided/La Greve De 1919: Ville Divisee by Sheila Grover and 
Greg Thomas

Book Review: Robert Bothwell and J . L . Granatstein, Trudeau’s World: Insiders Reflect on Foreign Policy, 
Trade, and Defence, 1968-84 by Francis Carroll
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Book Review: Evelyn Peters, Matthew Stock, and Adrian Werner (with Lawrence Barkwell), Rooster 
Town: The History of an Urban Métis Community, 1901-1961 by Laura Forsythe

Book Review: Adam Shoalts, A History of Canada in Ten Maps: Epic Stories of Charting a Mysterious 
Land by Alexander McPhie

Book Review: Veronica Strong-Boag, The Last Suffragist Standing: The Life and Times of Laura Marshall 
Jamieson by Anne Morton

Book Review: George Colpitts and Heather Devine (eds .), Finding Directions West: Readings that Locate 
and Dislocate Western Canada’s Past by Scott Stephen

Book Review: Lynn Meskell, A Future in Ruins: UNESCO, World Heritage, and the Dream of Peace by 
Chris Wiebe

Introducing Prairie History, A New Journal for Western Canada by Robert Coutts

A highlight of each issue of Manitoba History has been the “Reviews” section . Frieda Klippenstein edits 
that section and does an excellent job in selecting books on Manitoba and western Canadian history as 
well as finding qualified reviewers both locally and across the country. In 2019 we continued including 
reviews of new exhibits at the Manitoba Museum, the CMHR, and elsewhere . 

Of course book reviews continue with Prairie History . Reviews will also include exhibits and museums 
across the west . 

The 2019 issues of Manitoba History contained the MHS “Gazette” . Greg Thomas and Sheila Grover did 
an excellent job in gathering material for this section that includes the president’s report, heritage news 
and issues from across the province, as well as upcoming events . In Prairie History the ‘Prairie Gazette’ 
has been expanded to include short articles and heritage news from across the west . Issues around 
heritage protection and conservation form a cornerstone of this section of the new journal .

The layout for the 2019 issues of Manitoba History were done by Salix Consulting . Printing and mailing 
was carried out by Premier Graphics . Printing costs for issue #89 were $2,789 .64 and $3,422 .64 for issue 90 
of Manitoba History .

For four years, Manitoba History offered university student internships, supported by the Manitoba 
Historical Society, Canadian Heritage, the University of Manitoba Faculty Development Initiative 
Fund, the University of Manitoba Department of History, and St John’s College . Canadian Heritage 
funding ended in August 2017 . 

Since then, The Winnipeg Foundation, through the MHS, has committed to five years of funding for the 
journal internship, at $7500 per year, which began in the fall of 2018 . 

In 2019 the journal leveraged additional funding from the University of Manitoba Department of History 
($500 per year/$2500) and St John’s College ($500 per year/$2500) . The journal intern was paid a salary by 
St John’s College, funded by a once-yearly cash payment of $7500 from the Manitoba Historical Society, 
based on the MHS agreement with the Winnipeg Foundation . In-kind resources from St John’s College 
also include an office for five years, photocopying, and other miscellaneous expenses.

This iteration of the internship program ended in April of 2020 . Beginning in September, with monies 
from The Winnipeg Foundation, a new internship program will begin which will involve combined 
duties related to both Prairie History and the MHS. Once the MHS office is opened the intern will work 
at least part time there and will be involved in projects related to the journal as well as with Society 
programs . 
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This internship program offers several benefits for the MHS and its partners. Through outreach work 
and promotion the internship increases the profile of the journal, and of the Society. Specific duties of the 
intern, including their hiring will be worked out over the next period of time . Breanna Waterman served 
as the journal intern until April of 2020 . 

I want to thank the people who volunteered to put Manitoba History together in 2019 and each year . They 
include Gordon Goldsborough who edited the Pageant and also served as production coordinator . Gordon 
will continue in this role as editor of Prairie Pageant . Esyllt Jones was Associate Editor since 2016 but 
has stepped down . Frieda Klippenstein organized and edited the Reviews section and will continue in 
this role with Prairie History . Greg Thomas and Sheila Grover will continue to edit Prairie Gazette, and 
Jim Burns continues as our copy editor . I edit the feature articles and will continue to do so with Prairie 
History .

Except for layout and design, editorial team tasks are carried out on a volunteer basis . Considerable work 
goes into each issue of the journal from finding articles, arranging for peer review, editing articles, proof 
reading articles, correspondence with authors and reviewers, contacting publishers for books for review, 
finding illustrations, and tracking down heritage issues for the Gazette.

The first issue of Prairie History was launched in the winter of 2020 . An expanded editorial team includes 
(besides our current members), Dale Barbour from the University of Manitoba, Lynn Gidluck from 
the University of Regina, Tolly Bradford from Concordia University in Edmonton, and Jim Mochoruk 
from University of North Dakota . Erin Millions from the University of Winnipeg edits our ‘Artifactual’ 
column . We also put together a new and expanded Editorial Advisory Board with members from 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta .

The contents of the first issue included:

Welcome to Prairie History by Robert Coutts

“A Very Serious Matter”: The Manitoba Government’s Institution for People with Intellectual 
Disability by Mary Horodyski

Far from the Madding Crowd: Space and Sound at Lower Fort Garry by Scott P . Stephen

The Claybank Brick Plant: Preserving a Canadian Treasure in Rural Saskatchewan by Frank 
Korvemaker

John D . Atchison Was Here by Gail Perry

1000 Words: Finlay Booth and a Manitoba Mystery by James Kostuchuk

Book Review: David Tough, The Terrific Engine: Income Taxation and the Modernization of the Canadian 
Political Imaginary by Christopher Adams

Book Review: Jamie Benidickson, Levelling the Lake: Transboundary Resource Management in the Lake of 
the Woods Watershed by Francis M . Carroll

Book Review: Ian Kleinsasser, Blessings and Burdens: 100 Years of Hutterites in Manitoba by Alvin J . 
Esau

Book Review: Sandra Semchuk, The Stories Were Not Told: Canada’s First World War Internment Camps 
by Jim Mochoruk

Book Review: Elizabeth Mancke, Jerry Bannister, Denis McKim, and Scott W . See (editors), Violence, 
Order, and Unrest: A History of British North America 1749-1876 by Graham A . MacDonald

Book Review: Jane Griffith, Words Have a Past: The English Language, Colonialism, and the Newspapers of 
Indian Boarding Schools by Anne Lindsay
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Book Review: Tina Loo, Moved by the State: Forced Relocation and Making a Good Life in Postwar Canada 
by C . J . Taylor

Book Review: Jim Blanchard, A Diminished Roar: Winnipeg in the 1920s by Scott P . Stephen

Material Culture as Metis Children’s History by Erin Millions

Conserving Heritage on the Prairies: How to Get Communities Engaged by Glenn Sutter

Stanley Mission’s Holy Trinity Church by Bill Waiser

Heritage Conservation in Edmonton: Caught Between the Extraordinary and the Ordinary by Chris 
Wiebe

Inclusivity and Reconciliation at the Western Development Museum by Kaiti Hannah and Elizabeth 
Scott

CBC’s ‘Original Voices’ Multimedia Platform for Indigenous Languages by Sheila Grover

Symbolically Speaking by Sheila Grover

Time to Review our Commemoration Programs by Greg Thomas

A total of 700 copies were printed and a successful launch of the new journal was held on 6 March 2020 at 
McNally-Robinson’s in Winnipeg . Unfortunately, a second planned launch in Regina was cancelled due 
to the coronavirus pandemic .

The first issue of Prairie History cost $4,527 .76 in printing . Mailing costs for MH 89, 90, and PH 1 were 
$993 . Layout with Salix Consulting for the three issues was $2200 .00 . Issue no . 2, Spring 2020 of Prairie 
History will be mailed in either late June or early July .

Robert Coutts
Chief Editor

Routine maintenance of the website over the past year has involved periodic correction of factual and 
formatting errors, addition of hyperlinks between related documents, and uploading of content from 
issues of Manitoba History that have passed the embargo period . We were fortunate to have help from 
Clara Bachmann and Stefanie Goldsborough, graduate students in Denmark and England respectively, 
in preparing journal contents for transfer to the website .

Maintenance and expansion of the website was done primarily by Gordon Goldsborough and Nathan 
Kramer, with photographs and information provided by numerous volunteers, primarily in the past year 
by Rose Kuzina, Suzanne Lemon, Christine Loff, George Penner, and Ken Storie .

Through the initiative of Gordon McDiarmid, the MHS received a grant from the Thomas Sill 
Foundation to develop a resource for our website entitled “Manitoba Bricks and Blocks” on historical 
brick-making in Manitoba (www .mhs .mb .ca/docs/bricks) . We hired researcher Heather Bertnick to 
take two older reports on the subject, along with information acquired by MHS researchers, to develop 
short profiles on as many as possible of the brickyards that operated in Manitoba through the years, and 
short biographies on the major personalities involved in the brick industry .

Episodes of “Abandoned Manitoba” on CBC Radio One’s “Weekend Morning Show” are archived on 
our website (www .mhs .mb .ca/docs/sites/abandoned .shtml) .

The website now comprises over 26,600 pages and 25,800 images (over 52,400 files). It consumes about 
11 .5 gigabytes (or 12 percent) of our server space allocation . In the past year, it attracted between 1,147 
and 2,671 users per day, averaging 1,552 per day for a total of 566,427 in the past year (1,480 and 540,110 
last year, respectively, but it is difficult to compare between years due to changes in the way the Google 
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analytical engine reports its statistics) . Most of these visitors originate in Canada (88% of total) or the 
US (7%), peaking in mid-week and decreasing on weekends and mid-summer months . About 220 search 
queries are made on our website each day, excluding searches on Google directly that send traffic to our 
website . We receive numerous emails daily on questions and comments relating to the website .

Presently, our Facebook group (www.facebook.com/groups/ManitobaHistory) has 6,206 members, increased 
from 5,797 as of early June last year . Numerous posts to the group are made each day . A Twitter feed 
(https://twitter.com/manitobahistory) now has 1,781 followers, compared to 1,596 as of this time last year . 
Our Instagram account (https://www.instagram.com/manitobahistory) has 1,141 followers, increased from 
1,019 last year . Links to the Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts are displayed on the bottom of 
every page on the MHS website .

Gordon Goldsborough
Webmaster

The death of David McDowell in June 2019 was a great loss to the committee . David had been involved 
with the Centennial Farm Committee since its inception in 1980 by Alice Brown . With his background 
teaching geography/history, he was a great resource . As well as acting as secretary for committee 
meetings, he travelled extensively, with his wife Linda, to make Centennial Farm presentations . He was 
a tireless advocate for the committee and he will be missed .

We welcomed Alf Chorney as a member of the committee last summer and hope he will stay with 
us for many years to come . Presently, other members are Corinne Tellier, Denise Kolesar, and Anne 
MacVicar . Gary McEwen is our liaison with the MHS Council . The working relationship with the 
Manitoba Agriculture Heritage Farm program continues . Many thanks to the administrator, Joann 
Calvert, for her co-operation and support .

Several of the applicants in 2019 were the descendants of returned soldiers from the First World War 
who were assisted with Soldier Settlement funding from the federal government to buy farm land and 
establish themselves, often on land near their families .

Each of the plaques and 125-year certificates continue to carry an acknowledgement of the support by 
Richardson International . This funding is very much appreciated .

The following farm families have been recognized with Centennial Farm plaques in the 2019-2020 fiscal 
year .

Region Family Farm Location Est

Austin Roy & Sandra Manns SW 9-12-12 WPM 1919
Belmont Vern & Deborah Campbell 
 Adam & Geraldine Campbell S 9-6-15 WPM 1919
Beulah Percy & Sheila Pierce W 21-15-26 WPM 1919
Brandon M . June Clark 
 Reginald & Dianne Clark W 6-11-19 WPM 1912
Bruxelles Jason & Morgan DeSpiegelaere  S 25-6-12 WPM 1919
Carman Grant & Tracey Anderson SE 6-5-3 WPM 1918
Carman Kathy Russell 
 Tyler & Heidi Russell SW 2-7-4 WPM 1919

Centennial Farms Committee
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Anne MacVicar
Chair

Region Family Farm Location Est

Cowan Rosann Wowchuk E½ of NE 21-35-23 WPM 1910
Darlingford Doreen Dudgeon 
 Donald Dudgeon NE 12-2-7 WPM 1919
Gilbert Plains Kristen (Taylor) & Craig Rubeniuk SW 5-26-22 WPM 1918
Holland Lloyd & Brae Drummond SW 13-8-11 WPM 1897
Inglis Raymond & Lyla Bomback SE 14-23-27 WPM 1919
Inglis Thomas & Loreen Fingas SE 11-23-27 WPM 1918
Inglis Alvin & Gail Zimmer 
 Duane & Lindy Zimmer SW 18-22-27 WPM 1919
Lowe Farm Dennis & Teresa Rempel SE 23-4-2 WPM 1919
Manitou Bill & Mariette Howatt 
 Charlie & Kirsty Howatt NW 10-3-8 WPM 1919
Morden Harry & Brenda Dalke W 33-3-5 WPM 1919
Morden David & Lynsay Olafson SW 12-1-6 WPM 1915
Morden Shaun Olafson NW 12-1-6 WPM 1919
Notre Dame de Lourdes Rheal & Diane Simon SW 30-7-8 WPM 1918
Rapid City Anne J . (MacDonald) Finlay 
 Ian B . Finlay & Sharon Ardron NE 26-14-20 WPM 1919
RM of Mountain Lawrence Baschak SW 5-33-22 WPM 1909
Roblin Roy & Virginia Allen SE 17-28-28 WPM 1907
Roland Daniel & Joyce Anderson 
 Grant & Tracy Anderson SE 6-5-3 WPM 1918
Rosser Arthur Morrison SE 14-12-1 EPM 1919
St . Lazare Collette Huberdeau NE 17-17-28 WPM 1902
St . Leon Pierre & Bethanie Martel NW 1-5-9 WPM 1920
Sifton Louis & Joyce Gancher SW 5-28-18 WPM 1919
Treherne Stuart & Audrey Hooey 
 Russell Hooey N 24-8-10 WPM 1918

These families have received 125 year or more recognition from the Manitoba Historical Society  
for the 2019-2020 fiscal year.   

Elgin Leslie (More) & David Larson S 9-5-22 WPM 1895
Grosse Isle Donald & Carol Nichol N½ of NE 25-12-1 WPM 1893
Newdale Gordon & Enid Clark NE 23-16-21 WPM 1891
Rapid City Anne J . (MacDonald) Finlay  
 & Gene Finlay 
 Ian B . Finlay & Sharon Ardron NW 25-14-20 1883
Rapid City A . Gene & Anne Finlay 
 Ian Finlay NE 32-13-19 WPM 1894
Stockton Wesley Brown  
 Arlene (Brown) & Kerry Dubyts NE 2-8-16 WPM 1891
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Treasurer’s Report
The financial statements for the year ended March 2020 reflect the operation of Manitoba Historical 
Society (MHS) . These statements were reviewed by M Group Chartered Professional Accountants LLP .

The net operational loss for fiscal year ended March 31,2020 is $26,137 compared to net loss of $18,970 in 
the prior year . The differences can be summarised as follows:

Revenue 2020 2019 % Increase (decrease)
Grant 46,849 33,036 42%
Donation 7,059 6,578 7%
Membership 9,489 8,123 17%
Realized investment income 1,048 6,280 (83)%
Programs 32,033 29,274 9%
Other - 60 (100)%
Total 96,478 83,351 16%

MHS received the following grants in the fiscal (Note #5): Province of Manitoba $26,849; The Winnipeg 
Foundation $20,000 . The MHS investment portfolio with The Winnipeg Foundation ($135K) lost money 
in this fiscal period, as such nothing was distributed to MHS (prior year $6,761 was distributed to MHS).

Expenses 2020 2019 % Increase (decrease)
Accounting and legal 9,588 11,703 18%
Bank charges 1,398 1,530 9%
Insurance 2,062 1,991 (4)%
Office 11,670 10,813 (8)%
Programs 41,513 43,414 4%
Salaries and employment benefits 54,247 30,419 (78)%
Telephone and utilities 2,137 2,451 13%
Total 122,614 102,321 (20)%

The Accounting and legal expenses seems lower than previous year as $3,500 was charged for under 
accrual of 2017-2018 fiscal period. This fee is expected to be around $9.5k-10k every year. Salary and 
benefit is higher than previous year as CAO is working almost at full-time capacity. The CAO Salary 
was approved by the Executive committee . 

Statement of Financial Position
• Operating fund cash balance is down by $24,717 from previous year, it is mainly due to operating loss 

of $29,507; the same is true for Unrestricted General fund balance .
• Prepaid expense is higher by $4,585 from previous year; Fundraising Dinner (postponed in March 

to 19 September 2020) $3000; Fort Gibraltar Fundraiser Dinner 14 November 2020 $1000; and Prince 
Ermias Selassie’s Flight tickets $1673 .48)

• The HMS Operating Fund has two funds which are managed by The Winnipeg Foundation ($95,000 
unrestricted and $40,000 restricted) which comprise the total investment of $124,263 as at 31 March 
2020 . The investment policy of The Winnipeg Foundation is to ensure that the capital they manage is 
protected . As such each year they estimate they will earn and determine the distributions accordingly . 
The MHS portfolio lost money and nothing is distributed to MHS this fiscal period (earned $8,309 
and distributed $6,382 to MHS last fiscal period).

• The other Investment include $125,611 include $44,880 for series of restricted funds as well as $80,731 
for the General Operating Fund. These are held as Guaranteed Investment Certificate (GIC).



Notes
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