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IN THE BEGINNING 5

smoking three whiffs out of it. utters a short prayer, and then goes 
round with it, taking his course from east to west to every person 
present, who individually says something to him on the occasion; and 
thus the pipe is generally smoked out; when after turning it three or 
four times round his head, he drops it downwards, and replaces it in its 
original situation. He then returns the company thanks for their attendance, 
and wishes them, as well as the whole tribe, health and long life.

“It is proper also to remark that at (their ceremonial) feasts a small 
quantity of meat or drink is sacrificed before they begin to eat by throwing it 
into the fire or on the earth.”1

That the Indians were simple children of Nature 
their months of the Indian Year according to Alexander 
Mackenzie show:

May—Frog moon.
June—The moon in which the birds begin to lay their 

eggs.
July—The moon when the birds cast their feathers.
August—The moon when young birds begin to fly.
September—The moon when the moose deer cast their 

horns.
October—The Rutting moon.
November—Hoar-Frost moon. Ice moon.
December—Whirlwind moon.
January—Extreme cold moon.
February—Big moon—some say Old moon.
March—Eagle moon.
April—Goose moon.2

Into this quiet pastoral and limited nomadic life the 
horse came from Mexico about 1750. It was the Iron 
Horse which changed England from a pastoral to an 
industrial country. The horse of flesh and blood changed 
the North American Indian into a nomad, whose life now 
became subject to raid and counter raid by Gros Ventre, 
Stonie and Cree. In this land of the tomahawk, the white 
man was soon to appear. His course was typical of all 
colonizations; first came the explorer, next the trader, 
accompanied generally by a missionary and then the 
soldier. The Assiniboine basin was no exception. It 
followed the general rule.

1	 The Trail Makers, Vol. 1, Voyages, Mackenzie, pp. CLI. New York: Barnes Co.
2	 Ibid. CLVII.




